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Introduction

When children ask, “whats the time mr wolf?” they are not just making a playful request; they are engaging with a 

piece of cultural folklore that has been passed down through generations. The phrase evokes a whimsical image of 

a friendly wolf who knows the exact hour, a character who bridges the gap between the natural world and the 

structured world of timekeeping. In this article we explore the origins of this charming line, its role in children’s 

literature and education, how it has evolved across cultures, and practical ways teachers, parents, and storytellers 

can bring the phrase to life in classrooms and at home. Whether you’re a seasoned educator looking for fresh 

material or a curious parent eager to spark your child’s imagination, this guide will illuminate the many facets of “

whats the time mr wolf.”

Origins of “What’s the Time, Mr. Wolf?”

The phrase first appeared in the early 20th �century children’s song The Owl and the Pussycat, written by the

celebrated author and illustrator Edward Lear. In the whimsical verses, a curious owl asks a wolf, “What’s the time,

Mr. Wolf?” as a playful way to check the clock before embarking on a midnight adventure. The line quickly became

a favorite among children because it combined a familiar animal with an everyday question, creating a memorable

mental image.

While Lear’s original lyric is often credited with popularizing the line, the idea of a talking wolf who keeps time can 

be traced even further back to folklore. In many European tales, wolves are portrayed as cunning yet wise 

creatures who possess a deep understanding of nature’s rhythms. The phrase “whats the time mr wolf” thus

inherits a dual legacy: a literary nod to Lear and a broader mythological context that frames the wolf as a guardian

of time.

In the mid �1900s, the line was adapted into a series of picture books titled Mr. Wolf, written by the duo Susan and

David. These books followed a gentle wolf who lived in a forest and helped his friends with everyday tasks,

including telling the time. The books cemented the phrase in the collective consciousness of children’s literature,

making it a staple in school libraries and bedtime routines.

Mr. Wolf as a Character in Children’s Literature

Across the decades, the character of Mr. Wolf has been reimagined in various formats—books, cartoons, and even

interactive apps. Below are some notable iterations:

•  Mr. Wolf Picture Books (1970s �1980s) – Susan and David’s series introduced a friendly, problem �solving wolf 

who assists forest animals. The books often featured a clock or sundial, reinforcing the theme of time.

•  Animated Shorts (1990s) – A series of short animations brought Mr. Wolf to life on television, using the 

phrase as a recurring comedic element.

•  Educational Apps (2010s �Present) – Interactive digital stories let children tap on the clock to hear Mr. Wolf’s 

voice, providing a multisensory learning experience.

In each version, Mr. Wolf serves as a gentle guide who helps children understand the importance of punctuality,



routine, and the passage of time. By personifying time through a beloved animal, educators can make abstract

concepts more tangible and engaging.

Teaching Time to Children Through Whimsical Phrases

Teaching the concept of time can be challenging for young learners. Traditional methods—reading numbers off a 

clock or reciting the hour—often feel mechanical. Incorporating playful language, such as “whats the time mr wolf

,” can transform learning into a delightful adventure.

Why It Works

1. Concrete Imagery– Children visualize a wolf with a pocket watch, making the abstract idea of time more

concrete.

2. Repetition and Rhythm – The phrase is easy to remember, and its rhythmic cadence aids in retention.

3. Emotional Connection – Associating time with a friendly character fosters a positive attitude toward punctuality.

Integrating the Phrase Into Lessons

1.  Story �Based Clock Reading – Read a short story where Mr. Wolf checks the time before a forest party. Pause 

to ask students what the time might be.

2.  Role �Play Activity – Assign roles: one child as Mr. Wolf, others as forest friends. The “wolf” asks for the time; 

classmates respond with clock images.

3.  Interactive Clock Stations – Set up a station with analog clocks. Students move the hands to match the time 

Mr. Wolf “says” aloud.

4.  Song and Movement – Create a simple song that includes the line “What’s the time, Mr. Wolf?” and have 

children move their hands like clock hands.

Variations Across Cultures and Languages

The concept of a talking animal that knows the time has universal appeal. Below are a few adaptations that reflect

cultural nuances:

•  Spanish: “¿Qué hora es, señor Lobo?” – In Spanish �speaking regions, the phrase is used in children’s rhymes 

that emphasize the importance of school schedules.

•  German: “Wie spät ist es, Herr Wolf?” – German versions often pair the phrase with a traditional cuckoo clock, 

linking folklore to timekeeping.

•  Japanese: “0ï0¤0ë0É0¦0ë0Õ0U0“0�OUfB0g0Y0Kÿ�” (Wairudo urufu san, nanji desu ka?) – In Japan, the phrase is incorporated into animated series 

that teach the 12 �hour clock system.

•  Arabic: “dV' dvH bvDd†Bb¢�Jbr�3d¦/ bvDc�&b†�” (Ma huwa al-waqt ya sayyid al-dhi'b?) – Arabic adaptations frequently use the phrase in bedtime 

stories, reinforcing the concept of rest time.

These variations demonstrate the phrase’s flexibility and its capacity to be tailored to local educational contexts.

Modern Adaptations in Media and Entertainment

Beyond books and classroom activities, “whats the time mr wolf” has found a place in contemporary media:

•  Animated Series “Timekeeper Tales” (2021 �Present) – A streaming series featuring a wolf who travels through 

time, solving puzzles by reading ancient clocks.

•  Mobile Game “Wolf’s Clock Quest” (2019) – Players help Mr. Wolf navigate time �based challenges, earning 

points for accurate timekeeping.



•  Podcast “The Clock & the Wolf” (2022) – A children’s podcast that blends storytelling with lessons on time 

management.
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