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What Is a Granny Square? A Complete Guide to the Classic Crochet Motif

When you think of crochet, a bright, cheerful shape often pops into mind: a small, square shaped patch with a hole
in the middle. That's the granny square, a timeless motif that has been woven into countless projects for
generations. From blankets and scarves to modern fashion accessories, the granny square’s versatility and simple
construction make it a favorite for beginners and seasoned crocheters alike.

In this article we’ll answer the question “what is a granny square?”’by exploring its history, how it's made, the
endless variations you can create, and the creative projects that bring this classic motif to life. Whether you're a
novice looking for an easy starter project or a seasoned crafter searching for new twists on a familiar shape, this
guide will give you the knowledge and inspiration to dive into granny square crochet.

1.The Origin of the Granny Square

1.1 A Brief History

The granny square has its roots in the 19th century “granny stitch” that was popular among rural women in Europe
and the United States. Originally, the pattern was used to create small, decorative patches that could be sewn onto
clothing or quilts for added color and texture. Over time, the square evolved into a standalone crochet motif that
could be used as a building block for larger projects.

1.2Why the Name “Granny”?

There are a few theories about why these squares are called “granny squares.” One popular explanation is that
they were often made by grandmothers for their grandchildren. The simple, repetitive structure made them easy to
learn and perfect for quick, practical gifts. Another theory suggests the name comes from the “granny stitch”
technique, a foundational crochet stitch that many early patterns relied upon.

1.3The Granny Square’s Global Influence

Today, granny squares are found in every corner of the world. From Scandinavian “granny” patterns to African
“kente” inspired designs, the motif has been adapted to fit various cultural aesthetics. Its universal appeal lies in its
modularity: each square can be combined, rearranged, or mirrored to create endless possibilities.

2. Anatomy of a Granny Square

2.1 Basic Components
Every granny square is built from a few key elements:
¢ Foundation Chain — The starting chain that sets the width of the square.
¢ Rounds of Double Treble Stitches (or other stitches) — The body of the square, usually formed in circles.
e Corner Stitches — Often a different stitch or a change in color to define the square’s edges.
¢ Center Hole — The small opening that allows the square to be joined to others.
2.2The Classic Granny Square Pattern

Here’s a simple breakdown of the most common granny square pattern:



Start with a foundation chain of 4 stitches.

Join with a slip stitch to form a ring.

Work 3 double treble stitches into the ring.

Make a chain of 2 stitches (this creates the corner).

Repeat the 3 double treble stitches and chain 2 corner sequence until you have 4 corners.
Finish the round with a slip stitch, then chain 2 to create the center hole.

7. Continue for as many rounds as desired.
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Feel free to swap double treble stitches for single treble, half double treble, or even single crochet if you prefer a
denser fabric.

3. Materials You’ll Need

3.1Yarn Choices

Granny squares work well with a variety of yarns. Here are some popular options:

« Worsted Weight — Ideal for blankets and scarves; offers a balanced stitch size.
¢ Bulky Weight — Perfect for quick projects like afghans; creates a chunky, cozy texture.
« Lightweight or Fingering — Great for delicate items like baby blankets or lace y accessories.
e Cotton or Linen — For a breathable, natural feel, especially in warmer climates.
3.2 Hook Sizes

The hook size depends on your yarn weight and desired stitch tension. A general rule is to use a hook that
produces a stitch size of about 4-5 mm. For example:

« Worsted weight yarn — 5-5.5 mm hook.
e Bulky weight yarn — 7—8 mm hook.
¢ Lightweight yarn — 3—4 mm hook.
3.3 Additional Tools
While a hook and yarn are essential, consider the following tools for a smoother experience:
e Stitch markers to keep track of rounds.
¢ Yarn needle for weaving in ends.

e Yarn bowl or container to keep yarn from tangling.
¢ Measuring tape or ruler for sizing.

4. Step by Step Instructions for Beginners

4.1 Preparing Your Yarn

Before you start, wind your yarn onto a ball or a yarn bowl. This helps prevent tangles and ensures a consistent
tension throughout the project.

4.2 The Foundation Chain
Count out 4 chain stitches. This number can be increased for a larger square or decreased for a smaller one. Keep
the tension even to maintain a uniform shape.

4.3 Joining and First Round

Join the chain with a slip stitch to form a ring. Then, work 3 double treble stitches into the ring. This will be the first
corner of your square.



4.4 Creating Corners

After the initial 3 stitches, chain 2 stitches. This chain creates the corner space. Repeat the 3 double treble stitches
and chain 2 corner sequence until you have four corners, completing the first round.

4.5 Center Hole

Finish the round by slip stitching back to the beginning, then chain 2 to create the center hole. The hole allows you
to join multiple squares together later.

4.6 Continuing Rounds

Repeat the corner pattern for each subsequent round. If you want a denser square, add more stitches per corner
before the chain 2. For example, 4 double treble stitches per corner will give a thicker fabric.

4.7 Finishing the Square

When you've reached the desired number of rounds, finish with a slip stitch. Weave in the yarn tail using a yarn
needle to secure the end.

5. Advanced Variations and Techniques

5.1 Color Changing Granny Squares

One of the most popular granny square variations is the color changing granny square The technique involves
adding a new color at the beginning of each round. The new yarn is carried over the top of the previous color,
creating a striped effect.

Start with your first color and complete the first round.

For the second round, wrap the new yarn around the hook, then work the 3 stitches for the new color.
Carry the old yarn over the new yarn for the remaining stitches.

Repeat for each round, adding a new color each time.
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5.2 Granny Square with a Twist

Adding a twist to the traditional granny square can create a 3 dimensional effect. Here’s a simple method:

e After completing each round, pull the yarn slightly to create a twist.
» Continue twisting for each new round to build depth.
 Finish with a slip stitch, then weave in the yarn.

5.3 Granny Square in Different Stitches
While double treble stitches are common, granny squares can be made with a variety of stitches:
¢ Single Treble — Creates a lighter, more open square.
e Half Double Treble — Offers a middle ground between single and double treble.
¢ Single Crochet — Produces a dense, sturdy square.
« Slip Stitch — For a super smooth, almost seamless look.
5.4 Granny Square Patterns for Different Projects
Depending on your end goal, you may want to adjust the size or stitch density:
¢ Blanket Squares — Use bulky yarn and double treble stitches for warmth.
* Baby Blankets — Opt for lightweight yarn and single treble stitches for softness.

e Scarves — Create longer squares or join them into a continuous strip.
e Fashion Accessories — Experiment with metallic yarn or sequins for a statement piece.



6. Creative Projects Using Granny Squares

6.1 Classic Blanket

One of the most beloved uses for granny squares is the classic granny square blanket. By joining many squares
in a grid pattern, you can create a warm, colorful afghan that's perfect for a cozy evening or a thoughtful gift.

6.2 Granny Square Scarf

To make a scarf, simply join squares in a linear arrangement. The result is a vibrant, textured scarf that's easy to
wear and quick to produce.

6.3 Granny Square Bag

For a functional yet stylish bag, join squares in a circular or rectangular shape. Add handles or a lining, and you'll
have a unique, handmade tote or clutch.

6.4 Granny Square Jewelry

Miniature granny squares can be woven into bracelets, necklaces, or earrings. Using fine yarn and small hooks,
you can create delicate accessories that showcase your crochet skill.

6.5 Granny Square Wall Art

Large granny squares can be stretched over a canvas or framed for a modern wall hanging. Mix colors and textures
for a dynamic piece of art that adds personality to any room.

6.6 Granny Square Home Décor

Beyond blankets and scarves, granny squares can be used for pillow covers, table runners, or even decorative
garlands. Their modular nature allows for endless design possibilities.

7.Tips for a Perfect Granny Square

7.1 Maintain Even Tension

Consistent tension ensures that your square remains square. If the stitches become too tight or loose, the shape
will distort. Practice on a swatch before committing to a large project.

7.2 Use Stitch Markers

Stitch markers help you keep track of rounds and corners, especially when you're working with multiple colors.
Place a marker at the beginning of each round to avoid confusion.

7.3 Count Your Stitches

Double check your stitch count after each round to confirm that you have the correct number of stitches per corner.
This helps maintain uniformity across all squares.

7.4 Plan Your Color Scheme

If you're doing a color changing granny square, create a color chart before you start. This will help you keep track of
which color goes where, preventing mistakes.
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