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Introduction

In the rapidly evolving digital landscape of East Africa, a new beacon of knowledge and empowerment has
emerged, bringing together community engagement, data-driven decision making, and youth innovation.
Veritasinfo Ikaze lwacu— a name that blends the Latin word for truth with the welcoming spirit of Rwanda — has
positioned itself as a catalyst for sustainable development, bridging the gap between information access and
tangible social impact. This article delves into the organization’s origins, mission, core programs, community
successes, and future ambitions, offering a comprehensive overview for anyone interested in the transformative
power of data and community-driven initiatives.

What Is Veritasinfo lkaze lwacu?

Veritasinfo Ikaze lwacu is a community-focused non profit organization headquartered in Kigali, Rwanda. Founded
in 2019 by a coalition of data scientists, educators, and social entrepreneurs, the organization seeks to harness the
potential of open data and digital tools to foster inclusive growth. Its name reflects a dual purpose: “Veritasinfo”
underscores a commitment to truth and transparency in information, while “lkaze Iwacu” translates to “Welcome
Home” in Kinyarwanda, symbolizing an invitation for all Rwandans to participate in the digital future.

Operating on a model that integrates grassroots participation with professional expertise, Veritasinfo Ikaze lwacu
provides a suite of services ranging from digital literacy workshops to community data hubs. The organization’s
ethos is grounded in the belief that informed citizens are the foundation of resilient societies, and that data, when
made accessible and actionable, can unlock pathways to education, health, and economic opportunity.

Mission & Vision

The mission of Veritasinfo Ikaze Iwacu is to democratize data and digital skills across Rwanda, empowering
communities to make evidence based decisions that enhance quality of life. The organization envisions a future
where every Rwandan, regardless of geography or socio economic status, can access reliable information,
contribute to data collection, and use insights to shape local development.

Key guiding principles include:

e Transparency: Open data initiatives that promote accountability.

« Inclusivity: Targeted programs for women, youth, and rural populations.

e Sustainability: Building local capacity to maintain digital ecosystems.

¢ Collaboration: Partnerships with government, academia, and private sector.

Core Services and Programs

Digital Literacy Initiatives

Digital literacy forms the backbone of Veritasinfo Ikaze Iwacu’s outreach strategy. Through a network of community

learning centers, the organization offers hands on training covering basic computer skills, internet navigation, and
the use of productivity software. These workshops are tailored to the needs of each demographic group, ensuring



that participants not only learn to use technology but also understand its practical applications in daily life.
Highlights of the digital literacy program include:

« Interactive modules on data entry and basic statistics.
e Mobile app training for health and agriculture updates.
e Peer learning groups that encourage continuous skill sharing.

Community Data Platforms

At the heart of Veritasinfo Ikaze lwacu’s impact is its community data platform, a secure, cloud based repository
where local data is collected, validated, and visualized. By partnering with village councils and local NGOs, the
organization aggregates information on health indicators, agricultural yields, and educational enrollment. This data
is then transformed into intuitive dashboards that enable community leaders to identify trends, allocate resources,
and monitor progress.

Key features of the platform include:

* Real time data collection via mobile devices.
e Customizable dashboards for different stakeholder groups.
¢ Open APIs that allow third party developers to build applications.

Youth Empowerment & Innovation Labs

Recognizing the pivotal role of youth in shaping Rwanda’s future, Veritasinfo Ikaze Iwacu runs a series of
innovation labs that provide mentorship, resources, and funding opportunities for young entrepreneurs. These labs
focus on technology driven solutions that address local challenges, such as mobile payment systems for small
farmers or telemedicine platforms for remote clinics.

Program components include:

1. Weekly hackathons that encourage rapid prototyping.
2. Mentorship from industry experts in data science, fintech, and health tech.
3. Seed funding and incubation support for scalable projects.

Impact in Local Communities

Since its inception, Veritasinfo lkaze Iwacu has reached over 120,000 individuals across 30 districts. The
organization’s impact is measurable across several domains:

« Health: Community health workers now use the data platform to track vaccination rates, leading to a 15%
increase in immunization coverage.

e Agriculture: Farmers receiving real time market data have reported a 12% rise in crop yields.

e Education: Digital literacy workshops have improved school attendance rates by 8% in targeted rural areas.

Beyond statistics, Veritasinfo |kaze Iwacu has fostered a culture of data ownership. Communities that once relied
on anecdotal evidence are now equipped to present hard data during council meetings, ensuring that development
projects reflect actual needs.

Partnerships and Collaborations

Collaboration is a cornerstone of Veritasinfo Ikaze Iwacu’s strategy. The organization works closely with a diverse
array of partners, each contributing unique expertise:



¢ Government: Joint initiatives with the Ministry of ICT and the Rwanda Development Board to align data
policies.

e Academic Institutions: Research collaborations with the University of Rwanda to refine data collection
methodologies.

e Private Sector: Partnerships with telecom operators to provide subsidized data for community centers.

¢ International NGOs: Funding and technical support from organizations such as the World Bank and the Gates
Foundation.

These alliances ensure that Veritasinfo lkaze Iwacu remains at the forefront of digital transformation while staying
rooted in local realities.

How to Get Involved

Volunteer Opportunities

Veritasinfo lkaze lwacu welcomes volunteers across a spectrum of roles, from data entry clerks to workshop
facilitators. Volunteers gain hands on experience with cutting edge data tools and contribute directly to community
empowerment.

Volunteer pathways include:

e Data collection and verification.
« Digital literacy instruction.
* Event organization and outreach.

Donate and Support

Financial contributions are vital for sustaining and expanding the organization’s programs. Donors can choose to
fund specific initiatives, such as the youth innovation labs, or support the broader mission of digital inclusivity.

Donation options include:

e One time online contributions via the official website.
¢ Monthly sponsorships that provide consistent funding.
e Corporate matching programs for business partners.

Success Stories
Stories of transformation underscore the tangible benefits of Veritasinfo Ikaze lwacu’s work. One such narrative
involves the village of Gihanga, where the community data platform was piloted in 2021.

Prior to the intervention, Gihanga struggled with high infant mortality rates and limited access to clean water. By
integrating real time health data and water quality metrics, local leaders were able to prioritize interventions. Within
two years, the village saw a 22% reduction in infant mortality and a 30% increase in safe water usage.

Another inspiring case is that of a 19 year old student, Munezero, who participated in the innovation lab. Using data
on local fish populations, she developed a mobile app that helped fishermen optimize catch times, resulting in a
10% increase in income for her community.

Future Plans and Vision

Looking ahead, Veritasinfo Ikaze Iwacu aims to scale its impact across the Great Lakes region, expanding the data
platform to neighboring countries while tailoring solutions to local contexts. Key strategic priorities include:



e Establishing regional data hubs to facilitate cross border information sharing.
« Launching a mobile first platform that reaches the 70% of Rwandans who access the internet via smartphones.
¢ Expanding the youth innovation ecosystem to include mentorship in Al and blockchain technologies.

These initiatives align with Rwanda’s national Vision 2050, reinforcing the country’s trajectory toward a
knowledge based economy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does Veritasinfo lkaze lwacu do?

Veritasinfo |kaze lwacu provides digital literacy training, community data platforms, and youth innovation labs to
empower Rwandan communities with knowledge, tools, and opportunities for sustainable development.

How can | support the organization?

Support can be offered through volunteering, donating funds, or partnering with the organization on projects
aligned with its mission.

What are the main challenges the organization faces?

Key challenges include limited digital infrastructure in remote areas, ensuring data privacy, and securing long
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