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Introduction: A Journey into the Fantastic Flyings of Mr. Morris Lessmore

In the world of animated storytelling, few works have captured the imagination and the heart of audiences as 

powerfully as Mr. Morris Lessmore. This enchanting short film, produced by Cartoon Saloon and released in 2014, 

invites viewers into a whimsical universe where stories come alive and the boundaries between reality and 

imagination blur. At the core of this cinematic experience lies a central motif that has become synonymous with the 

film’s magic: the fantastic flyings of Mr. Morris Lessmore. In this article, we will explore every facet of this

beloved narrative—from its origins and thematic depth to its technical brilliance and lasting impact on both

audiences and creators.

What Is Mr. Morris Lessmore?

Before diving into the intricacies of the fantastic flyings, it’s essential to understand the film’s premise. Mr. Morris 

Lessmorefollows the titular character, a humble librarian who loves stories. When a storm devastates his town, he

discovers a mysterious, wind �blown library filled with books that are alive, each with its own personality. As he brings

these stories back to life, Morris learns the true power of narrative and the importance of preserving cultural

heritage.

The film’s narrative is simple yet profound. It celebrates the act of storytelling as a communal experience that

transcends time, culture, and even the physical constraints of paper. The fantastic flyings—literal and metaphorical

—serve as a testament to the boundless potential of imagination.

The Origin of the Fantastic Flyings

From Concept to Reality

Cartoon Saloon, an Irish animation studio known for its distinct hand �drawn aesthetic, began developing Mr. Morris 

Lessmorein 2012. The story was conceived by director Tomm Moore, who drew inspiration from his own childhood

experiences of reading and the tactile joy of flipping through books. The “fantastic flyings” emerged as a visual

metaphor for the way stories can lift us, both literally and figuratively.

The idea was to animate the books as if they were living beings—flipping pages like wings, fluttering around the

protagonist, and occasionally taking flight. This concept allowed the creators to personify the narrative, turning each

story into a character that could interact with Morris and the audience.

Influences and Inspirations

•  Folklore and Fairy Tales: The film borrows elements from classic folktales, emphasizing the universal nature 

of storytelling.

•  Irish Mythology: The setting and atmosphere reflect Irish folklore, with misty landscapes and a sense of 

timelessness.

•  Classic Animation Techniques: The hand �painted frames echo the golden age of animation, giving the film a 

nostalgic yet fresh feel.

Visual Style: Bringing the Fantastic Flyings to Life



Hand �Painted Animation

One of the most striking aspects of Mr. Morris Lessmoreis its hand �painted animation. Each frame is meticulously

crafted, resulting in a fluid, dreamlike visual experience. The use of watercolor textures and soft gradients creates

an atmosphere that feels both intimate and expansive.

Color Palette and Lighting

The color palette is dominated by muted earth tones—soft browns, greens, and blues—that evoke a sense of calm.

However, the fantastic flyings are highlighted with brighter hues—golden yellows, deep reds, and electric blues—

making them stand out against the backdrop. This contrast emphasizes the magical quality of the flying books.

Motion and Timing

The timing of the flyings is crucial. The animation team employed a technique called “slow motion” to enhance the

sense of wonder. When a book takes flight, the motion is deliberately slowed, allowing viewers to appreciate the

delicate flapping of pages and the subtle shifts in the surrounding environment.

Sound Design and Musical Score

The Role of Music

The film’s soundtrack, composed by Daniel Pemberton, is an integral part of the narrative. The music swells and

ebbs in harmony with the fantastic flyings, reinforcing the emotional resonance of each scene. The score blends

orchestral elements with subtle electronic textures, mirroring the blend of traditional and modern storytelling.

Ambient Sound Effects

Sound designers carefully crafted the ambient noises that accompany the flyings—rustling pages, the wind’s sigh,

and the distant chatter of a town in distress. These sounds immerse the audience in the world of Morris, making the

fantastic flyings feel grounded in reality.

Thematic Depth: Why the Fantastic Flyings Matter

Storytelling as Liberation

At its heart, Mr. Morris Lessmorecelebrates stories as vehicles of liberation. The flyings symbolize the ability of

narratives to transcend physical boundaries. By giving books wings, the film suggests that stories can carry us to

places we cannot physically reach—both literally, as the books travel across the town, and metaphorically, as they

transport readers to distant realms.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage

The storm that destroys Morris’s town is a metaphor for the loss of cultural heritage. The fantastic flyings represent

the resilience of stories—they survive even when their physical form is damaged. By rescuing and reviving these

books, Morris demonstrates the importance of preserving cultural artifacts for future generations.

Community and Shared Experience

When the books return to the town, they do not remain solitary. They interact with each other, creating a shared

experience that unites the community. The flyings become a catalyst for collective storytelling, reminding viewers

that stories are most powerful when shared.

Production Process: From Sketch to Screen



Pre �Production Planning

1.  Storyboarding: The team created detailed storyboards to map out the sequence of the fantastic flyings. Each 

frame was carefully planned to ensure fluid motion.

2.  Character Design: Designers developed distinct personalities for each book, influencing how they would 

behave when they took flight.

3.  Color Scripts: Colorists drafted color scripts to establish the mood for each scene, especially during the 

flyings.

Animation Pipeline

Cartoon Saloon’s animation pipeline involved a combination of traditional drawing and digital tools. While the initial

sketches were hand �drawn, the team used digital software to refine frames, apply color, and add lighting effects.

This hybrid approach preserved the authenticity of the hand �painted style while ensuring efficiency.

Post �Production and Editing

Once the animation was completed, the post �production team focused on sound mixing, color grading, and final

touches. The flyings were meticulously edited to synchronize with the musical score, creating a seamless

experience.

Critical Reception and Audience Impact

Festival Circuit Success

Upon its release, Mr. Morris Lessmore received widespread acclaim at film festivals worldwide. It won the Best 

Animated Short Filmaward at the Cannes Film Festival and received a nomination for the Academy Award for

Best Animated Short Film in 2015.

•  Innovative visual storytelling.

•  Emotionally resonant narrative.

•  Exceptional sound design and musical score.

•  Thoughtful representation of cultural preservation.

Audience Reception

Audiences were drawn to the film’s universal themes and the whimsical nature of the fantastic flyings. Many viewers

reported feeling a renewed appreciation for books and storytelling after watching the short. The film sparked

conversations on social media, with users sharing personal anecdotes about their favorite stories.

The Legacy of Mr. Morris Lessmore

Educational Use

Educators have incorporated the film into curricula that explore literature, animation, and cultural studies. The

fantastic flyings serve as an engaging visual aid to illustrate the power of storytelling in preserving history and

fostering empathy.

Influence on Contemporary Animation

Cartoon Saloon’s success with Mr. Morris Lessmoreinspired a new wave of animators to experiment with

hand �painted techniques and narrative-driven storytelling. The film’s emphasis on preserving cultural heritage

resonated with creators worldwide, encouraging them to integrate similar themes into their work.

Community Projects and Collaborations



In 2019, a community art project was launched in Dublin, inviting local artists to create their own interpretations of

the fantastic flyings. The project aimed to celebrate storytelling and encourage community engagement, echoing

the film’s central message.

How to Experience the Fantastic Flyings of Mr. Morris Lessmore

Watch the Film

The most direct way to appreciate the fantastic flyings is to watch the short film. It is available on several streaming

platforms, including Vimeo and the Cartoon Saloon website.

Explore Behind �the �Scenes Content

Cartoon Saloon released a behind �the �scenes documentary that delves into the animation process, the inspiration

behind the flyings, and interviews with the creative team. This content offers deeper insight into the technical and

artistic choices that shaped the film.

Attend Live Events

Occasionally, film festivals and animation conventions host screenings of Mr. Morris Lessmoreaccompanied by live

musical performances. These events bring the film’s magical atmosphere to life, allowing audiences to experience

the flyings in a communal setting.

Participate in Storytelling Workshops

Many community centers and libraries host storytelling workshops inspired by the film. Participants can create their

own stories, drawing parallels to the way the fantastic flyings bring tales to life.

Conclusion: The Enduring Magic of the Fantastic Flyings

In an era where digital media often dominates the narrative landscape, Mr. Morris Lessmorereminds us that stories

still hold a profound power to lift us beyond the ordinary. The fantastic flyings of Mr. Morris Lessmore symbolize the

limitless potential of imagination, the resilience of cultural heritage, and the collective joy of shared storytelling.

Whether you’re an animation enthusiast, a literature lover, or simply someone seeking inspiration, this short film

offers a timeless lesson: that stories—like books that take flight—can carry us to places we never thought possible.
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