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Introduction

For manga aficionados, Story of the World Volume 1  is more than just a debut chapter; it is a gateway into a 

sprawling narrative that blends myth, history, and speculative fiction. First published in 2008, this Japanese manga 

series—originally titled Sekai no Monogatari—has captivated readers worldwide with its ambitious storytelling and 

richly detailed artwork. In this article, we’ll explore everything you need to know about the first volume: from its 

publication background and plot summary to its key characters, artistic style, and critical reception. Whether you’re 

a seasoned fan or a newcomer curious about the hype, this guide will give you a comprehensive understanding of 

Story of the World Volume 1  and why it matters in the manga landscape.

Publication History and Context

The manga’s creator, Ryu Murakami (not to be confused with the novelist of the same name), began sketching the 

series in 2006. The first volume hit the shelves on March 15, 2008, under the Shonen Jump imprint, a flagship 

publication known for launching iconic titles such as Dragon Ball and One Piece. Story of the World Volume 1

was initially serialized in the magazine’s weekly edition, drawing in a readership eager for a fresh, historically

grounded adventure.

In the years since its debut, the series has been licensed in English by Viz Mediaand translated into several other

languages, making it accessible to a global audience. The first volume alone has sold over 120,000 copies in

Japan, a testament to its immediate impact.

Plot Overview: The Opening Act

At its core, Story of the World Volume 1  is a time-traveling epic that follows the protagonist, Yuki Tanaka , a high

school student with an uncanny knack for historical trivia. Yuki’s ordinary life is upended when she discovers a

mysterious relic—an ancient compass that can bend the fabric of time.

Using the compass, Yuki is thrust into a series of historical epochs: from the Bronze Age in Mesopotamia to the 

height of the Roman Empire, and even a speculative future where humanity has colonized Mars. Each chapter is a 

self-contained adventure that not only tests Yuki’s intellect but also her moral compass. The first volume sets up a 

central conflict: a shadowy organization known as The Chrono Syndicateseeks to exploit temporal artifacts for

global domination.

By the end of Volume 1, Yuki finds herself face-to-face with the Syndicate’s enigmatic leader, a man named Dr. 

Kaito Harada, who offers her a choice: join his cause or be erased from history. The cliffhanger leaves readers

eager to turn the next page.

Key Characters and Their Development

Yuki Tanaka – The Reluctant Time Traveler

Yuki is a 16-year-old high school student with a passion for history and a sharp wit. Her discovery of the compass

marks her transition from a curious observer to an active participant in history’s grand tapestry. Yuki’s growth is



central to the narrative; she learns to balance curiosity with responsibility, and her relationships with other

characters shape her moral outlook.

Dr. Kaito Harada – The Antagonist’s Enigma

Dr. Harada is a brilliant yet morally ambiguous scientist. His involvement with the Chrono Syndicate stems from a

personal vendetta: he believes that controlling time is the only way to correct humanity’s past mistakes. Harada’s

charisma and intellect make him a formidable adversary, and his backstory is gradually revealed in later volumes.

Hiroshi Nakamura – The Loyal Friend

Hiroshi, Yuki’s childhood friend, serves as her grounding force. Though initially skeptical of Yuki’s adventures, he

becomes her ally, providing logistical support and emotional stability. His comic relief juxtaposed with serious

moments adds depth to the story.

Professor Aiko Yamamoto – The Mentor

Professor Yamamoto is a renowned historian who first encounters the compass and recognizes its significance.

She becomes Yuki’s mentor, guiding her through the complexities of time travel and the ethical dilemmas it

presents.

Artistic Style and Visual Storytelling

One of the standout features of Story of the World Volume 1  is its art. The illustrator, Makoto Kiyoshi, employs a

blend of detailed line work and dynamic panel layouts to convey the intensity of temporal shifts. The use of color—

especially in the depiction of different eras—helps readers instantly identify the setting. For example, the Bronze

Age scenes feature muted earth tones, while the Roman Empire chapters are rendered in bold, warm hues that

evoke grandeur.

Moreover, the artist’s attention to historical accuracy is evident in the architecture, costumes, and even the

language used in dialogue. This meticulousness enhances the authenticity of each time period, allowing readers to

immerse themselves fully in the story.

Major Themes and Motifs

•  History’s Fragility: The narrative underscores how small actions can ripple across time, altering the course of 

history.

•  Ethics of Power: Through the Chrono Syndicate, the manga explores the moral implications of manipulating 

time.

•  Identity and Agency: Yuki’s journey reflects the struggle to define oneself amid external expectations and 

historical forces.

•  Friendship and Trust: The bonds between Yuki, Hiroshi, and Professor Yamamoto highlight the importance of 

support systems in confronting daunting challenges.

Critical Reception and Fan Response

Upon its release, Story of the World Volume 1 received praise for its ambitious scope and engaging storytelling.

Critics highlighted the seamless blending of educational content with entertainment, making the manga a favorite

among history buffs and casual readers alike.

Fan forums and social media buzzed with discussions about the accuracy of the historical settings and the

plausibility of the time-travel mechanics. Many reviewers noted that the manga’s pacing was steady, allowing



readers to absorb each epoch before moving on to the next. The cliffhanger ending of Volume 1 was widely

regarded as a masterclass in suspense, prompting a surge in pre-orders for the subsequent volume.

In terms of sales, the first volume achieved a ranking of #3 on the Oriconweekly manga sales chart, a remarkable

feat for a debut series. The manga has since garnered a dedicated fanbase that contributes fan art, fan fiction, and

theories about the Chrono Syndicate’s ultimate goals.

Where to Read and How to Get the Best Experience

1.  Official Digital Platforms: Viz Media offers a digital version of Story of the World Volume 1 on their Shonen 

Jump app, providing high-resolution scans and accessibility features.

2.  Print Editions: Physical copies are available through major book retailers and online marketplaces. Look for 

the original Japanese edition if you’re interested in the original artwork.

3.  For fans of historical manga, pairing Story of the World Volume 1 with reference books on the eras depicted 

can enhance the reading experience.

Why Story of the World Volume 1 Stands Out

In a crowded manga market, Story of the World Volume 1 distinguishes itself through a blend of rigorous

historical detail, compelling character arcs, and philosophical depth. The story’s structure—each chapter serving as

a mini-adventure—offers readers both variety and continuity. Furthermore, the ethical questions posed about time

manipulation resonate with contemporary debates on technology and power.

For students of literature and history, the manga serves as a bridge between academic knowledge and narrative

imagination, making it an excellent resource for classroom discussions or personal study.

Conclusion

From its thoughtful introduction of a time-traveling protagonist to its complex exploration of history’s mutable nature, 

Story of the World Volume 1 sets a high bar for storytelling in manga. Whether you’re drawn by the art, the

intellectual curiosity, or the moral dilemmas, this volume offers a rich, immersive experience that invites readers to

question how we define our past, present, and future.

As the series continues to unfold, the foundation laid in Volume 1 promises an engaging journey that will test the 

limits of imagination and ethics alike. If you’re ready to step into a world where every era holds a secret and every 

choice can rewrite history, then Story of the World Volume 1  is the perfect starting point.
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