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Sexaholics Anonymous White Book: A Comprehensive Guide

The Sexaholics Anonymous White Book is one of the most widely recognized resources for individuals seeking

recovery from compulsive sexual behavior. It offers a structured, step �by �step approach that has helped thousands

worldwide break free from addiction, rebuild relationships, and find lasting peace. In this article, we’ll dive deep into

what the White Book is, how it works, its core principles, and why it remains a cornerstone of the Sexaholics

Anonymous (SA) community.

What Is the Sexaholics Anonymous White Book?

Sexaholics Anonymous, founded in 1985, is a 12 �step fellowship modeled after Alcoholics Anonymous. The White 

Book, officially titled “Sexaholics Anonymous: A Guide to Recovery,” serves as the primary text for SA members. It

outlines the fellowship’s philosophy, provides practical tools, and offers a roadmap for achieving sobriety from

sexual addiction.

Unlike many self �help books that focus on personal insights or therapy techniques, the White Book emphasizes a

spiritual, community �based framework. It blends spiritual concepts with practical steps, making it accessible to

people from diverse backgrounds.

Core Structure of the White Book

The White Book is organized into three main parts:

•  Part I – The Problem and Its Consequences

•  Part II – The 12 Steps and 12 Traditions

•  Part III – Practical Tools for Sustained Recovery

Below we unpack each section in detail.

Part I – The Problem and Its Consequences

This opening segment sets the stage by defining what constitutes a sex addiction. It discusses the psychological,

relational, and legal ramifications of compulsive sexual behavior. The book also encourages readers to reflect on

how addiction has impacted their lives.

Key elements include:

•  Personal testimonies that illustrate the destructive cycle.

•  A list of common behaviors that signal a problem (e.g., compulsive pornography use, repeated risky 

encounters).

•  Guidance on how to conduct a “personal inventory” to assess the depth of addiction.

Part II – The 12 Steps and 12 Traditions

At the heart of the SA program, the 12 Steps provide a spiritual framework for recovery. The White Book explains

each step in plain language and offers practical exercises to implement them daily.



Below is a brief overview of each step:

1.  We admitted we were powerless over sex, that our lives had become unmanageable.

2.  We came to believe a higher power could restore us to sanity.

3.  We decided to surrender our will to the care of God.

4.  We conducted a thorough moral inventory.

5.  We admitted to God, ourselves, and another human being the exact nature of our wrongs.

6.  We were ready to let God remove our defects.

7.  We humbly asked God to remove our shortcomings.

8.  We made a list of all persons we harmed.

9.  We made amends wherever possible, except where it would harm others.

10.  We continued to take personal inventory and promptly admitted when wrong.

11.  We sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious contact with God.

12.  We carried the message to others and practiced these principles in all our affairs.

In addition to the Steps, the White Book elaborates on the 12 Traditions, which guide fellowship operations,

maintain anonymity, and foster unity among members.

Part III – Practical Tools for Sustained Recovery

After establishing a spiritual foundation, the third part offers concrete strategies for staying sober. These include:

•  Daily check �lists and accountability logs.

•  Guidelines for choosing a sponsor and building a support network.

•  Techniques for managing triggers and cravings.

•  Methods for maintaining healthy relationships and setting boundaries.

These tools are designed to be adaptable, allowing members to tailor them to their unique circumstances.

Why the White Book Is Essential for SA Members

While many resources exist for sexual addiction, the White Book remains a staple for several reasons:

•  Community Endorsement – The text is approved by the SA fellowship and used in meetings worldwide.

•  Consistency Across Meetings – Having a common reference ensures that every member receives the same 

foundational message.

•  Holistic Approach – It blends spiritual growth with practical behavior change.

•  Accessibility – Written in plain language, it’s approachable for beginners and seasoned members alike.

How to Use the White Book Effectively

Reading the White Book once is not enough. Here are actionable steps to maximize its impact:

1.  Read Thoroughly – Start with a dedicated reading period, free from distractions. Take notes on key passages.

2.  Apply the Steps Daily – Use the step �by �step exercises as part of your routine. For example, schedule a 

weekly inventory session.

3.  Seek a Sponsor – A sponsor can help you interpret the book’s teachings and hold you accountable.

4.  Join a Meeting – Regular attendance reinforces lessons and provides peer support.

5.  Share Your Journey – Sharing with others solidifies learning and creates a sense of responsibility.

6.  Use the White Book’s Exercises – Many chapters include worksheets and prompts; complete them to 

internalize the material.

Integrating the White Book Into Your Daily Routine



Recovery is a daily practice. Here’s a simple schedule:

•  Morning: 5 �minute gratitude prayer + review of the day’s step.

•  Mid �day: 10 �minute reflection on triggers and coping strategies.

•  Evening: 15 �minute journal entry on progress and challenges.

•  Weekly: Full step inventory + sponsor meeting.

Comparing the White Book to Other Sexual Addiction Resources

When exploring recovery options, you might encounter various books and programs. Here’s how the White Book

stacks up:



Resource Approach Key Strengths Potential Limitations

Sexaholics Anonymous 
White Book

Spiritual 12 �step fellowship Community support, 
proven framework

May not appeal to those 
seeking purely secular 
methods

“Out of the Shadows” by 
Patrick Carnes

Psychotherapy �based, 
evidence �based

Clinical depth, 
research �backed

Requires professional 
therapy for full benefit

“The Recovery Book” by Al 
J. (Anonymized)

Holistic, integrative Comprehensive lifestyle 
advice

Less emphasis on peer 
community

Ultimately, the White Book’s strength lies in its community orientation and spiritual grounding, making it a powerful

tool for those who resonate with a faith �based approach.

Frequently Asked Questions About the Sexaholics Anonymous White Book

Is the White Book only for people who identify with a particular religion?

No. While the language references a “higher power,” the concept is intentionally inclusive. Members interpret

“higher power” in a way that suits their personal beliefs, whether spiritual, philosophical, or secular.

Can I read the White Book on my own, or is a meeting required?

Reading is possible independently, but the fellowship’s meetings enhance understanding. The book’s exercises

often benefit from discussion with others.

Where can I obtain a copy of the White Book?

Copies are available for purchase through the Sexaholics Anonymous website, local meeting leaders, and major

book retailers. Many online stores also offer digital editions.

Is the White Book suitable for family members or friends of someone with sex addiction?

While the book is tailored for individuals in recovery, many chapters include insights on supporting loved ones.

Families may benefit from reading relevant sections to better understand the recovery journey.

Success Stories: How the White Book Has Changed Lives

Here are a few anonymized testimonials that illustrate the White Book’s real �world impact:

•  Alex, 32 – “After 15 years of compulsive behavior, the White Book helped me see the pattern. The step 

exercises became a daily anchor, and I’m now sober and in a healthy relationship.”

•  Maria, 45 – “The community aspect of SA was my lifeline. The White Book’s language resonated with me, and 

my sponsor guided me through each step with patience.”

•  Jordan, 27 – “I was skeptical of a 12 �step program, but the White Book’s clear structure and accountability 

tools made a difference. I now feel empowered to maintain my sobriety.”

Practical Tips for Maximizing the White Book’s Effectiveness

Below are actionable strategies for readers who want to extract the maximum benefit:

1.  Set a Reading Schedule – Break the book into manageable sections (e.g., one chapter per week). This 

prevents overwhelm.



2.  Keep a Journal – Document insights, emotional responses, and questions. This enhances self �reflection.

3.  Use Visual Aids – Create mind maps or charts of the 12 Steps and 12 Traditions to visualize progress.

4.  Practice Mindfulness – Pair the book’s teachings with mindfulness exercises to stay grounded.

5.  Engage in Peer Discussion – Share key takeaways in meetings or online forums to deepen understanding.

Integrating the White Book Into Digital Platforms

Many SA members now use technology to support recovery. Here’s how the White Book can be integrated into

digital tools:

•  Mobile Apps – Some apps offer step reminders, inventory checklists, and sponsor communication features.

•  Online Communities – Forums or social media groups allow members to discuss chapters and share 

resources.

•  Digital PDFs – Accessible on any device, they enable reading on the go.

•  Audio Versions – Ideal for commuters or those with visual impairments.

Using these tools can complement the book’s teachings and help maintain momentum.

Potential Challenges When Working With the White Book

While the White Book is a powerful resource, some members may face challenges:

•  Spiritual Hesitancy – Those uncomfortable with spiritual language might feel alienated. It’s important to 

remember that the “higher power” can be interpreted broadly.

•  Information Overload – The depth of content can be overwhelming. Breaking it into smaller segments helps.

•  Consistency – Maintaining daily practice requires discipline. Pairing the book’s exercises with a sponsor can 

help.

•  Application to Real Life – Translating theory into practice can be difficult. The book’s step exercises are 

designed to bridge this gap, but additional support may be needed.

Final Thoughts and Next Steps

The Sexaholics Anonymous White Book is more than a manual; it’s a lifeline that has guided countless

individuals toward lasting recovery. By combining a spiritual framework with practical tools, the book offers a holistic

path out of addiction. Whether you’re just beginning your journey or have been in recovery for years, the White

Book remains a reliable compass.

To get the most out of this invaluable resource, consider the following:

•  Purchase a copy from an official source.

•  Attend a local SA meeting to connect with a sponsor.

•  Set a realistic reading and practice schedule.
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