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Roald Dahl Facts for Kids: Discover the Magical World of a Legendary 
Author

Have you ever wondered who wrote the thrilling stories of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, the mischievous 

Willy Wonka, or the unforgettable Matilda? The answer is none other than the brilliant and imaginative Roald Dahl

. He was a master storyteller who created unforgettable characters, quirky adventures, and surprising twists that

captivated readers of all ages. This guide is packed with fascinating facts about Roald Dahl that are perfect for kids,

helping you explore his life, his books, and why his stories continue to inspire imagination and creativity.

Who Was Roald Dahl?

Roald Dahl was born on September 13, 1916, in Llandaff, Wales, to Norwegian parents. Though he grew up in

Wales and England, Dahl’s Norwegian heritage influenced his love for stories and folklore. He studied at Oxford

University, where he earned a degree in English literature. However, his path to becoming a celebrated author was

anything but ordinary.

Early Years and Education

•  Attended St. Paul's School in London.

•  Studied at the University of Oxford, earning a BA in English.

•  Worked as a reporter for the New York Herald Tribune before the war.

World War II and the Birth of a Storyteller

Dahl served as a pilot in the Royal Air Force during World War II. He flew daring missions over Europe and 

survived several dangerous crashes. These wartime experiences later inspired some of his most famous stories, 

such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and The BFG.

Roald Dahl’s Writing Career

After the war, Dahl turned his life into a series of adventures—this time, through words. He wrote short stories, 

novels, and even screenplays. His first published story, “The Witch in the Window,” appeared in Woman’s Journal 

in 1946. But it was his collection Someone Like You  (1953) that brought him widespread acclaim.

Early Works

•  Someone Like You – A collection of short stories featuring quirky characters.

•  The Greedy Triangle – A humorous tale of a triangle who loves to eat.

•  My Uncle Oswald – A story about a boy’s adventure with his eccentric uncle.

Children’s Books That Made History

Dahl’s transition to children’s literature was a game-changer. He created unforgettable protagonists and villains,

blending humor, fantasy, and a touch of mischief.

1.  Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (1964) – The story of a poor boy who wins a tour of a magical chocolate 

factory.



2.  Matilda (1988) – A gifted girl with telekinetic powers faces a cruel school.

3.  The BFG (1982) – A giant who saves children from other giants.

4.  James and the Giant Peach (1961) – A boy’s adventure inside a giant peach with insect friends.

5.  Fantastic Mr. Fox (1970) – A clever fox outwits farmers to feed his family.

6.  The Witches (1983) – A boy discovers that witches are real and plans to stop them.

Fun Facts About Roald Dahl for Kids

Here are some cool and surprising facts that will make you say “Wow!” about the author behind your favorite books.

•  He Loved Flying: Dahl was a pilot and flew over 100 missions during WWII.

•  His Name Was Inspired by a Place: The name “Roald” comes from a Norwegian island where his family had a 

house.

•  He Was a Food Critic: Before writing books, Dahl worked as a food critic for the New York Herald Tribune.

•  He Loved Animals: Many of his stories feature animals, like the BFG’s giant friend, and the clever fox in 

Fantastic Mr. Fox.

•  He Had a Love for the Unexpected: Dahl’s stories often contain surprising twists that keep readers guessing.

•  He Was a Great Friend: He was close friends with the famous playwright Tom Stoppard, who later adapted 

some of his books for the stage.

•  He Loved Music: Dahl’s sister, Anne, was a talented pianist, and Dahl often incorporated musical references 

into his stories.

•  He Had a Secret Garden: Dahl once wrote a short story called “The Secret Garden” (not to be confused with 

the famous novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett).

•  He Loved Chocolate: The idea for Charlie and the Chocolate Factory came after he saw a chocolate factory 

during a trip to Switzerland.

•  He Won a Pulitzer Prize: In 2017, the American Library Association named Dahl one of the “Great Writers for 

Young Adults.”

How Roald Dahl’s Stories Inspire Creativity

Dahl’s books encourage kids to think outside the box, imagine new worlds, and celebrate curiosity. Here are some

ways his stories can spark creativity:

•  Inventing New Characters: Use Dahl’s quirky character traits as a template to create your own unique 

characters.

•  Building Fantasy Worlds: Draw a map of a magical factory or a giant peach.

•  Writing Twists: Practice writing unexpected plot twists like the ones Dahl used.

•  Using Humor: Add funny moments to your stories, just as Dahl did with the Witches’ hat.

•  Exploring Themes: Discuss themes such as kindness, bravery, and standing up for what’s right.

Roald Dahl’s Awards and Honors

Throughout his career, Dahl received many accolades that reflect his influence on literature for children.

•  Newbery Medal (1991): Awarded for the book James and the Giant Peach.

•  National Book Award (1975): Recognized for Fantastic Mr. Fox.

•  British Book Awards (1996): Named “Author of the Year.”

•  Royal Society of Literature (2000): Awarded the James Tait Black Memorial Prize.

•  National Literacy Trust (2012): Honored for his contribution to children's reading.



What Makes Roald Dahl’s Writing Special?

Several elements combine to create Dahl’s unique style. Understanding these can help you appreciate his work

more deeply.

1. Whimsical Language

Dahl used playful words, invented terms, and vivid descriptions to bring his characters to life. Words like

“naughtiness” and “gobble” are just the beginning.

2. Dark Humor

Even though his books are for children, Dahl didn’t shy away from dark humor. He balanced seriousness with

lighthearted jokes, making his stories engaging for all ages.

3. Strong Moral Lessons

Each story contains a moral or lesson, such as the importance of honesty in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory or 

the value of friendship in The BFG.

4. Memorable Villains

From the cruel Miss Trunchbull in Matilda to the cunning witches in The Witches, Dahl’s villains are unforgettable

and often teach readers what not to do.

5. Surprising Twists

Dahl was famous for his plot twists. A story can start ordinary and suddenly become extraordinary, keeping readers

on the edge of their seats.

How Kids Can Use Roald Dahl’s Stories to Improve Reading Skills

Reading Dahl’s books can help develop a range of skills.

•  Vocabulary Expansion: Discover new words and their meanings.

•  Comprehension: Practice summarizing chapters and predicting plot outcomes.

•  Creative Writing: Write your own short stories inspired by Dahl’s style.

•  Critical Thinking: Analyze characters’ motives and the consequences of their actions.

•  Reading Aloud: Practice pronunciation and expressive reading.

Roald Dahl’s Legacy in Popular Culture

Dahl’s influence extends beyond books. Many of his stories have been adapted into films, plays, and even theme

park attractions.

Film Adaptations

•  Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (1971 & 2005)

•  Matilda (1996)

•  James and the Giant Peach (1996)

•  Fantastic Mr. Fox (2009)

•  The BFG (2016)

Stage Plays

Many of Dahl’s books have been turned into successful stage productions, such as Matilda and Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory, which have toured worldwide.



Theme Park Attractions

In 2015, the Walt Disney Worldpark opened “Roald Dahl Storytelling Center,” where kids can explore interactive

exhibits about his life and stories.

Roald Dahl’s Favorite Foods and Hobbies

Did you know that Dahl loved to taste exotic foods? He also enjoyed several hobbies that influenced his writing.

•  Chocolate: A big reason behind Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

•  Flying: His passion for aviation inspired many adventurous scenes.

•  Cooking: He loved to experiment with recipes, especially desserts.

•  Reading: He read voraciously, especially fairy tales and folklore.

•  Sketching: He often drew scenes from his stories to help visualize them.

What Kids Can Learn from Roald Dahl’s Life

Dahl’s journey shows that perseverance, imagination, and curiosity can lead to great success.

•  Never Give Up: Even after wartime hardships, he pursued his passion for writing.

•  Use Your Imagination: Turn everyday experiences into extraordinary stories.

•  Be Kind: His stories often highlight the importance of kindness and empathy.

•  Explore New Ideas: Don’t be afraid to experiment with new writing styles and themes.
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