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Old Man Neil Young Guitar Tab: Mastering a Classic Rock Gem

When you think of timeless guitar-driven songwriting, Neil /Young’s “Old /Man” is a name that rings instantly. Released 

in 1972 on the iconic Harvestalbum, the track became a staple of classic rock radio and a favorite for guitarists of

all levels. Its simple yet emotionally resonant chord progression, combined with Neil’s signature vocal delivery,

makes it a perfect project for beginners and an exciting challenge for seasoned players.

In this guide we’ll walk through the essential old man neil young guitar tabin a way that feels natural and

engaging. We’ll explore the song’s history, its musical structure, and practical tips for mastering every section. By

the end of this article you’ll have a clear roadmap to playing “Old /Man” with confidence and style.

1. The Legacy of “Old /Man”

1.1 The Birth of a Classic

Neil /Young first recorded “Old /Man” during the sessions for his 1972 solo album, Harvest. The song was written in a

single afternoon, inspired by the memory of his mother’s voice and the aging faces of the people around him. Its

lyrical themes of aging, reflection, and the passage of time resonate with listeners across generations.

1.2 Chart Performance and Cultural Impact

While “Old Man” was not released as a single, it quickly became a fan favorite and earned a place in Neil’s live

repertoire. The track has appeared on numerous compilations and cover albums, cementing its status as a rock

staple. The song’s simple, repetitive chord structure has made it a go-to choice for guitarists looking to improve

their timing and chord transitions.

1.3 Why Guitarists Love “Old /Man”

•  Easy chord progression: The song relies on just a handful of chords.

•  Memorable melody: The vocal line is straightforward and emotive.

•  Versatile arrangement: You can play it in a stripped �down acoustic style or a full �band electric arrangement.

•  Historical significance: Playing “Old /Man” connects you to a rich musical tradition.

2. The Musical Anatomy of “Old /Man”

2.1 Key and Tempo

The original recording is in the key of D majorand has a moderate tempo of about 78 BPM. For guitarists who

prefer a slower or faster rendition, adjusting the tempo on a metronome or using a capo can help match the feel of

the track.

2.2 Chord Progression

Neil /Young’s chord choices are deceptively simple. The verse and chorus share the same progression:

1.  D (I)

2.  A (V)

3.  Bm (vi)



4.  E (IV)

These four chords repeat throughout the song, creating a loop that’s perfect for practicing smooth transitions.

2.3 Strumming Pattern

The strumming pattern for “Old /Man” is a classic folk �rock rhythm. A common approach is:

1.  Downstroke on beats 1 and 3.

2.  Upstroke on beats 2 and 4.

3.  Add a syncopated downstroke on the “and” of beat 4.

Feel free to experiment with dynamics—play softly during the verses and add emphasis on the chorus.

3. Step �by �Step Breakdown of the Old Man Neil Young Guitar Tab

3.1 Intro and Verse

The intro mirrors the verse chords, but with a slightly different rhythmic emphasis. Start with a clean D chord and let

the chord ring out for the full measure before moving to A. Here’s a simple tab representation:

e|---2---0---2---0---|

B|---3---2---3---2---|

G|---2---2---2---2---|

D|---0---2---0---2---|

A|---x---0---x---2---|

E|---x---x---x---x---|

Repeat this sequence for each verse. The key is to keep the rhythm steady and let the chords breathe.

3.2 Chorus

The chorus shifts to a slightly more melodic approach. Use a capo on the 2nd fret to play the chords in the key of E,

which gives the chorus a brighter tone. The progression becomes:

1.  G (I)

2.  D (V)

3.  E (vi)

4.  B (IV)

Play each chord for one measure, focusing on clean transitions. The chorus’s melodic line is straightforward—just

follow the vocal melody with your fingers.

3.3 Bridge

The bridge introduces a slight variation, adding tension before resolving back to the chorus. The chord sequence is:

1.  F# (I)

2.  C# (V)

3.  D#m (vi)

4.  G# (IV)

These chords create a sense of movement, giving the bridge a distinct feel. Keep the strumming pattern consistent



but add a slight dynamic lift to emphasize this section.

3.4 Outro

The outro returns to the verse chords and gradually slows down. Finish with a single D chord held for an extended

period to give the song a reflective close.

4. Tips for Mastering the Tab

4.1 Use a Metronome

Practicing with a metronome ensures your timing stays consistent. Start at 70 BPM, then gradually increase to the

song’s natural tempo of 78 /BPM.

4.2 Focus on Clean Transitions

Because the chord progression is repetitive, smooth transitions are critical. Practice moving between D, A, Bm, and

E until you can do it without pausing.

4.3 Add Personal Flair

Once you’re comfortable, experiment with fingerpicking or adding a subtle slide on the Bm chord. Neil Young’s style

often includes subtle embellishments that can bring a fresh feel to the song.

4.4 Record Yourself

Recording your practice sessions allows you to catch timing issues and refine your dynamics. Listen back and

adjust accordingly.

5. Common Mistakes to Avoid

•  Forgetting to let the chords ring out—especially during the intro.

•  Overcomplicating the strumming pattern—keep it simple and steady.

•  Straining your fingers on the Bm chord—use a capo or a simplified version if needed.

•  Ignoring the dynamics—play softly in the verses and louder in the chorus to create contrast.

6. Variations and Adaptations

6.1 Acoustic Rendition

Strip the song down to a single acoustic guitar. Use open chords and a gentle strumming pattern to capture the

song’s intimacy.

6.2 Electric Rock Version

For a more energetic take, add distortion and a driving rhythm. Keep the chord progression but increase the tempo

slightly.

6.3 Vocal Harmonies

Layering harmonies on the chorus can add depth. Try a 3 �part harmony: root, third, and fifth.

7. Resources for Further Learning

•  Official Sheet Music: Available from music publishers for a faithful transcription.

•  Video Tutorials: Many guitar teachers break down the song on platforms like YouTube.

•  Community Forums: Guitar forums and Reddit threads often discuss variations and interpretations.



•  Neil /Young Fan Sites: Explore interviews and live recordings for deeper insight into the song’s evolution.

8. Final Thoughts

Learning the old man neil young guitar tabis more than just mastering a few chords; it’s about connecting with a

piece of musical history. Whether you’re a beginner looking for a manageable project or an experienced player

seeking a new challenge, “Old Man” offers a rewarding experience that blends technical skill with emotional

expression.

Start slow, focus on clean transitions, and let the song’s narrative guide your playing. As you grow more

comfortable, add your own touches—be it a subtle slide, a dynamic lift, or a vocal harmony. Above all, enjoy the

process and let the timeless spirit of Neil /Young’s music inspire you.

Now that you have a comprehensive understanding of the song’s structure, chords, and playing techniques, it’s

time to grab your guitar and bring “Old /Man” to life. Happy playing!
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