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Understanding the Minnesota Merit System Test: A Complete Study Guide

The Minnesota Merit System Test, often called the Minnesota Civil Service Exam, is the gateway to a career in the

state’s public sector. Whether you’re applying for a position in education, public safety, or administrative roles,

mastering the test is essential. This comprehensive study guide will walk you through the exam’s structure, content

areas, proven study techniques, and resources that will give you a competitive edge.

Why the Minnesota Merit System Test Matters

In Minnesota, the merit system is designed to ensure that public employees are hired, promoted, and retained

based on ability, performance, and qualifications rather than political connections. The test is a key component of

this system, providing a standardized measure of a candidate’s readiness for public service. A high score can open

doors to numerous career paths, while a low score may limit opportunities.

Beyond the immediate impact on job prospects, the test also promotes fairness, transparency, and accountability

within the state’s workforce. By understanding the exam’s purpose, you can approach your preparation with the

right mindset.

Exam Overview: Format and Timing

Test Structure

The Minnesota Merit System Test is divided into two main sections:

•  Section A – General Knowledge and Reasoning (50 minutes)

•  Section B – Job-Related Knowledge (50 minutes)

Each section contains 40 multiple-choice questions. The exam is scored on a scale of 200 to 800, with a passing

score typically set at 550. However, specific job postings may require higher scores.

Testing Schedule and Locations

Testing is administered by the Minnesota Department of Human Resources (DHR) at various testing centers

across the state. Exams are offered year-round, but it’s crucial to check the DHR website for the most up-to-date

dates and locations. Online testing options are available for certain positions, allowing you to take the exam from

the comfort of your home.

Content Breakdown: What You’ll Be Tested On

Section A – General Knowledge and Reasoning

Section A evaluates your general literacy, math skills, and reasoning ability. The topics include:

•  Reading Comprehension – Understanding passages, identifying main ideas, and interpreting data.

•  Mathematical Reasoning – Basic arithmetic, algebra, and data interpretation.

•  Logical Reasoning – Recognizing patterns, drawing conclusions, and solving problems.

Section B – Job-Related Knowledge



Section B focuses on knowledge specific to the job you are applying for. Depending on the position, this could

involve:

•  Public Administration – Understanding governmental structures and processes.

•  Education – Knowledge of curriculum standards, student assessment, and educational policy.

•  Law Enforcement – Basics of criminal law, investigative techniques, and community policing.

•  Human Resources – Recruitment, employee relations, and compliance.

Because each job posting lists required knowledge areas, it’s essential to review the job announcement carefully

and tailor your study accordingly.

Effective Study Strategies

1. Create a Realistic Study Schedule

Start by determining how many weeks you have before the exam. Allocate at least 2–3 hours per day, with a mix of

focused study sessions and review periods. A sample schedule might look like this:

1.  Week 1–2: Review general knowledge fundamentals (reading, math, logic).

2.  Week 3–4: Deep dive into job-specific content.

3.  Week 5: Take full-length practice tests and analyze results.

4.  Week 6: Focus on weak areas and refine test-taking strategies.

2. Use High-Quality Study Materials

Invest in reputable study guides and practice tests. Look for materials that mirror the actual exam format and

include explanations for each answer. Some recommended resources include:

•  Official Minnesota DHR practice tests.

•  Third �party prep books tailored to civil service exams.

•  Online platforms offering adaptive quizzes and performance tracking.

3. Master Time Management

Each section allows 50 minutes for 40 questions, giving you an average of 75 seconds per question. Practice

pacing by timing yourself during practice sessions. Learn to identify “trap” questions that may require more time and

decide when to move on.

4. Strengthen Your Reading Skills

Reading comprehension is often the most challenging part of Section A. To improve:

•  Read diverse materials (newspapers, academic articles, policy documents).

•  Practice summarizing key points in a few sentences.

•  Use flashcards to remember critical details.

5. Brush Up on Basic Math

Math questions typically involve percentages, ratios, and basic algebra. Use free online calculators for practice and

review foundational formulas. Pay special attention to word problems that require converting text into equations.

6. Develop Logical Reasoning Skills

Logical reasoning often tests your ability to deduce conclusions from given statements. Practice with logic puzzles,

syllogisms, and pattern recognition exercises. Keep a notebook of common logical structures to refer to during the

exam.



Job-Related Knowledge: Tailored Preparation

Identify the Core Competencies

Each job posting lists specific knowledge areas and competencies. Create a checklist of these topics and

cross �reference with your study guide. For example, if applying for a school administrator role, focus on educational

policy, budgeting, and teacher evaluation.

Use Real-World Examples

Incorporate case studies and current events to contextualize theoretical knowledge. This approach not only

reinforces learning but also demonstrates practical application during the exam.

Engage in Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can expose you to different perspectives and clarify confusing concepts. Consider forming

a study group focused on the job-specific section of the exam.

Practice Tests: The Ultimate Preparation Tool

Simulate Exam Conditions

Take at least three full-length practice exams under timed conditions. Use a quiet environment, a timer, and avoid

any distractions. After each test, review every question, especially the ones you got wrong.

Analyze Performance Patterns

Track which question types consistently trip you up. If you notice a pattern—say, you struggle with data

interpretation—dedicate extra time to that area.

Use Adaptive Learning Platforms

Some online platforms adjust question difficulty based on your responses, providing a personalized learning curve.

This can be particularly effective for honing weak spots.

Exam Day Tips

Preparation Checklist

•  Print your admission ticket and ID.

•  Bring a calculator (if allowed) and any permitted reference materials.

•  Arrive at the test center at least 30 minutes early.

•  Stay hydrated and have a light snack before the exam.

During the Exam

1.  Read Each Question Carefully: Avoid rushing; misreading can cost valuable points.

2.  Mark and Return: If you’re unsure, mark the question and return to it after the first pass.

3.  Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock but don’t let it dictate your pace.

4.  Stay Calm: Deep breaths and positive self-talk can reduce anxiety.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Can I retake the Minnesota Merit System Test?

Yes, you can retake the exam. However, you must wait 30 days between attempts and pay the retake fee. Make

sure to review your previous performance before attempting again.



2. Are there accommodations for test-takers with disabilities?

Yes, the Minnesota Department of Human Resources provides accommodations for qualified individuals. Submit

your request at least 30 days before the exam date.

3. How long does it take to receive my scores?

Scores are typically released within 7–10 business days after the exam. You can check your results online using

the DHR portal.

4. Is the test available in other languages?

The primary test is administered in English. However, some sections may offer limited language support. Verify this

with the exam administrator.

Conclusion

Success on the Minnesota Merit System Test is achievable with a structured approach, dedicated study, and a

clear understanding of the exam’s content. By following this comprehensive study guide, you’ll be well-equipped to

navigate both the general and job-specific sections with confidence. Remember, the key is consistency—regular

study sessions, practice tests, and time management will transform your preparation into a performance. Good luck

on your journey to a rewarding career in Minnesota’s public sector!
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