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Introduction

Every year, churches around the world open their doors to a vibrant, faith filled experience called Vacation Bible
School, or VBS. For many families, VBS is the highlight of the summer: a time when children immerse themselves
in Scripture, craft projects, games, and community service—all under the guidance of dedicated volunteers.

Among the passionate educators shaping the next generation of believers is Mary Kate Warner VBS. Her
approach to kids ministry is both innovative and deeply rooted in biblical principles, making her programs a model
for churches seeking to inspire and nurture young hearts.

In this article, we’ll explore what Vacation Bible School truly is, delve into Mary Kate Warner’'s background and
vision, examine the unique elements of her curriculum, and provide practical tips for parents and volunteers who
want to make the most of this transformative experience. Whether you're a church leader, a volunteer, or simply a
parent looking for a meaningful summer activity for your child, this guide will give you a comprehensive
understanding of Mary Kate Warner's VBS and its impact on children’s spiritual growth.

What Is Vacation Bible School (VBS)?

History and Purpose

Vacation Bible School began in the early 1900s as a way for churches to offer a structured, fun-filled program for
children during the summer months. It was designed to introduce young minds to the teachings of Jesus while
providing a safe, supervised environment outside of regular church services. Over the decades, VBS has evolved
into a cornerstone of many Christian communities, blending biblical lessons with creative activities that resonate
with kids of all ages.

Typical Structure

A standard VBS program usually lasts one week, with sessions running from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Each day follows a
consistent format:

¢ Opening Worship: Songs, prayers, and a brief introduction.

Scripture Lesson: A Bible story or theme presented in an engaging way.

Creative Activity: Arts and crafts, role play, or interactive games that reinforce the lesson.
¢ Snack Break: A healthy snack to refuel the kids.

e Service Project: A simple act of kindness that connects the lesson to real world action.

¢ Closing Worship & Blessing: Songs, reflection, and a final prayer.

Benefits for Children and Churches

VBS offers numerous advantages:

1. Spiritual Foundation: Children learn core biblical truths in a memorable, age appropriate format.

2. Community Building: Kids develop friendships with peers and form bonds with adult volunteers.

3. Skill Development: Activities foster creativity, teamwork, and problem solving.

4. Church Growth: VBS attracts families to the church community, often leading to increased attendance and
participation in other ministries.



Meet Mary Kate Warner: A VBS Visionary

Early Life and Calling

Mary Kate Warner grew up in a small Midwestern town where church life was central to community identity. From a
young age, she felt a deep desire to help children understand God’s love. Her first volunteer experience came at a
local Sunday school, where she discovered the joy of teaching kids Scripture in a way that sparked their curiosity.

Education and Ministry Experience

Mary Kate earned a Bachelor's degree in Christian Education from a respected theological college. She then
pursued a Master's in Child Development, which equipped her with a blend of theological depth and practical
pedagogical skills. Over the past decade, she has served in various roles—Sunday School teacher, youth pastor,
and VBS coordinator—each time refining her approach to kids ministry.

Vision for VBS
Mary Kate’s core belief is that VBS should be a “faith filled playground” where children can explore God’s story
through hands on, imaginative play. Her vision emphasizes:

e **Biblical Authenticity:** Lessons grounded in Scripture, not just themes.

« **Creative Engagement:** Use of arts, music, and drama to make concepts stick.

e **|nclusive Community:** Welcoming families of all backgrounds and faith levels.

e **Service Orientation:** Encouraging children to apply lessons through acts of kindness.

Mary Kate Warner’s Approach to VBS

Curriculum Development

Mary Kate's curriculum is built around a “story arc” that follows a biblical narrative from beginning to end. Each
day’s lesson is connected to the overarching story, ensuring that children see the bigger picture. She collaborates
with other educators to incorporate age appropriate language and interactive elements that cater to diverse learning
styles.

Engaging Teaching Methods

To keep kids captivated, Mary Kate blends several proven techniques:

« Storytelling: Using vivid descriptions, props, and voice modulation.

e Drama & Role Play: Children act out scenes, which deepens understanding.

* **Music & Movement:** Songs and dances that reinforce key points.

* **Technology Integration:** Short video clips or interactive apps that illustrate concepts.

Inclusive and Safe Environment

Safety and inclusivity are top priorities. Mary Kate implements a strict “buddy system” where each child is paired
with a volunteer for the day. All volunteers undergo background checks and receive training on child protective
policies. She also ensures that all materials are accessible to children with varying abilities, making VBS a
welcoming space for everyone.

Signature Programs and Activities

Adventure Themes

Mary Kate's VBS often revolves around adventure themes that align with Scripture. For example:



e “Journey to the Promised Land” — Children follow a map, solve clues, and learn about God'’s faithfulness.
e “The Lost Ark” — A treasure hunt that illustrates the story of the Ark of the Covenant.
¢ “The Great Flood” — An interactive water play area that teaches Noah'’s obedience.
Creative Arts
Arts and crafts are integral to Mary Kate's VBS. Children create:
1. **Biblical Storyboards:** lllustrated sequences that recount the day’s lesson.
2. **Faith Bracelets:** Simple jewelry that reminds them of God’s promises.
3. **Community Mosaics:** Collaborative art projects that symbolize unity.
Service Projects

Service is a cornerstone of Mary Kate’s philosophy. Each day ends with a project that ties the lesson to real world
action. Examples include:

¢ Collecting canned goods for a local food bank.
e Planting a garden in the church parking lot.
¢ Creating care packages for soldiers or nursing home residents.

Testimonials and Impact

Parents’ Feedback
Parents consistently praise Mary Kate’s VBS for its:
e **High Energy:** “My daughter returned home buzzing with excitement about the stories and activities.”

e **Clear Biblical Focus:** “| appreciated how each lesson was rooted in Scripture, not just a generic theme.”
* **Professionalism:** “The volunteers were well trained and genuinely caring.”

Children’s Growth
Observations from teachers and volunteers indicate significant growth in:
1. **Biblical Knowledge:** Kids can recall key verses and stories.

2. **Social Skills:** Improved teamwork and empathy.
3. **Confidence:** Children feel empowered to share their faith with peers.

How to Get Involved with Mary Kate Warner’'s VBS

Volunteer Opportunities
Mary Kate welcomes a range of volunteers:

e **Classroom Assistants:** Help with crafts and activities.

e **Storytellers:** Lead the Scripture lessons.

e **Service Coordinators:** Organize community projects.

e ** ogistics Team:** Manage food, transportation, and safety.
Donate and Support

Funding is essential for materials, snacks, and outreach. Donations can be made through the church’s online
portal or directly to Mary Kate’s VBS fund. Sponsors are recognized on event flyers and in the program booklet.

Upcoming Events

Mark your calendar for next summer’s VBS:



**Date:** July 5-9, 2026

**Theme:** “The Miracle of the Loaves and Fish”

**|_ocation:** First Baptist Church, Main Street

**Registration:** Open to all families; contact Mary Kate at warner@vbs.org

Tips for Parents to Enhance Their Child’s VBS Experience

Pre

Event Preparation

1. Discuss the Theme: Talk with your child about the upcoming theme and ask what they're excited about.

2. Pack Essentials: Include a water bottle, a snack, a small backpack, and a notebook for drawing or writing.

3. Encourage Questions: Remind your child that it's okay to ask questions during the lesson.

During VBS

1. Arrive
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