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Introduction

Preparing for the Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) Level /1 exam is a formidable challenge that demands 

discipline, focus, and a solid study plan. Among the many study resources available, Schweserhas long been

regarded as one of the most comprehensive and reliable options for candidates worldwide. Whether you’re a recent

graduate, a working professional, or someone looking to pivot into finance, mastering the question �heavy curriculum

of Level /1 can set the foundation for a successful career in investment management.

This guide is designed to walk you through the essential steps of how to study for CFA Level /1 Schweserwhile

integrating proven study techniques, time �management strategies, and motivational hacks. By the end of this article,

you’ll have a clear roadmap that blends Schweser’s premium content with actionable tactics that fit your personal

learning style.

Let’s dive into the world of CFA Level 1, uncover the secrets behind Schweser’s success, and build a study routine

that maximizes retention, reduces stress, and boosts confidence.

Understanding CFA Level /1 and Schweser

The CFA Level 1 exam tests your grasp of fundamental concepts across nine topic areas: Ethics & Professional

Standards, Quantitative Methods, Economics, Financial Reporting & Analysis, Corporate Finance, Equity, Fixed

Income, Derivatives, and Portfolio Management. With over 300 multiple �choice questions, the exam covers a broad

spectrum of knowledge, and the average passing rate hovers around 40 �45%.

Schweser’s flagship Study Package is a curated bundle that includes:

•  Comprehensive lecture videos

•  Detailed study notes and flashcards

•  Practice questions and mock exams

•  Interactive quizzes and review modules

•  Access to an online community for peer discussion

These materials are designed to mirror the exam’s structure and pacing, providing a coherent pathway from theory

to application. By aligning your study habits with Schweser’s organized approach, you can streamline the learning

process and focus on high �yield content.

Why Choose Schweser for CFA Level /1?

Choosing the right study material is critical. Here’s why Schweser stands out:

1.  Exam �Focused Content – Schweser’s curriculum is continuously updated to reflect the CFA Institute’s latest 

exam blueprint, ensuring that every concept you study is relevant.

2.  Time �Efficient Study Tools – The package condenses complex topics into digestible lessons, allowing you to 

cover more ground without feeling overwhelmed.

3.  Proven Track Record – Many candidates report higher pass rates when using Schweser, thanks to its 

structured review system and high �quality practice questions.



4.  Flexibility – Whether you prefer video lectures, written notes, or flashcards, Schweser offers multiple formats 

to suit your learning style.

Core Study Principles for CFA Level /1

Before diving into the specifics of Schweser, it’s essential to establish foundational study principles that will guide

your preparation:

•  Early Start – Begin your review at least 6 �8 months before the exam date.

•  Consistent Routine – Commit to a fixed daily study block to build momentum.

•  Active Engagement – Use techniques such as summarizing, teaching, and self �testing rather than passive 

reading.

•  Spaced Repetition – Revisit topics at increasing intervals to cement long �term memory.

•  Self �Assessment – Regularly benchmark your understanding with practice questions.

These principles form the backbone of a successful study plan and can be seamlessly integrated with Schweser’s

resources.

Building a Study Schedule

Creating a realistic timeline is the first step toward mastering CFA Level /1. Here’s a step �by �step approach:

1.  Determine Your Exam Date – CFA exams are offered in February, May, August, and November. Knowing the 

exact date helps set milestones.

2.  Set a Target Study Hours – Most candidates aim for 300 �400 hours of study. Divide this across the months 

leading up to the exam.

3.  Allocate Hours by Topic – Allocate more time to high �weight areas like Ethics, Financial Reporting, and 

Quantitative Methods.

4.  Include Review Sessions – Reserve the last 2 �3 weeks for intensive revision and mock exams.

5.  Track Progress – Use a spreadsheet or an app to log hours, completed modules, and practice scores.

For example, a 7 �month plan might look like this:

•  Month /1–2: Core concepts (Ethics, Quantitative Methods)

•  Month /3–4: Intermediate topics (Economics, Corporate Finance, Equity)

•  Month /5–6: Advanced subjects (Fixed Income, Derivatives, Portfolio Management)

•  Month /7: Comprehensive review and mock exams

Adjust the plan based on your baseline knowledge and work commitments.

Utilizing Schweser Study Materials Effectively

Schweser offers a modular learning experience. Here’s how to make the most of each component:

Lecture Videos

Start with the video series to grasp the overarching concepts. Pause after each key point, jot down questions, and

revisit tricky sections. The visual format helps cement relationships between formulas and real �world scenarios.

Study Notes

After watching the videos, read the accompanying notes. Highlight definitions, key formulas, and practice problems.

Use color �coding to differentiate between high �weight topics and lower �weight ones.



Flashcards

Schweser flashcards are ideal for quick reviews. Create a deck for each topic and use spaced repetition tools like

Anki to schedule daily reviews.

Practice Questions & Mock Exams

Practice is the single most effective way to prepare. Use Schweser’s question bank to simulate exam conditions.

After each mock, review every answer—especially the incorrect ones—to understand the rationale.

Community Forums

Engage with fellow candidates to discuss challenging concepts. Explaining a topic to others reinforces your own

understanding.

Key Topics and Focus Areas

While all topics are essential, some carry higher weight and require more focus. Here’s a breakdown:

•  Ethics & Professional Standards – 15% of the exam. Master the CFA Institute Code of Ethics and Standards 

of Professional Conduct.

•  Financial Reporting & Analysis – 15%. Grasp financial statements, accounting standards, and ratio analysis.

•  Quantitative Methods – 12%. Focus on probability, hypothesis testing, and regression analysis.

•  Economics – 10%. Understand macro and micro concepts, including supply �demand curves and fiscal policy.

•  Corporate Finance – 10%. Study capital budgeting, cost of capital, and dividend policy.

•  Equity – 10%. Learn valuation techniques and market efficiency.

•  Fixed Income – 10%. Master bond pricing, yield calculations, and duration.

•  Derivatives – 5%. Get comfortable with forwards, futures, options, and swaps.

•  Portfolio Management – 8%. Understand portfolio construction, risk metrics, and performance evaluation.

Prioritize high �weight topics but don’t neglect the lower �weight ones—each question carries equal importance in the

overall score.

Practice Questions and Mock Exams

Practice is where theory turns into performance. Here’s how to maximize practice effectiveness:

1.  Simulate Exam Conditions – Time yourself, avoid distractions, and use the exact question format.

2.  Track Accuracy – Record your scores and identify patterns of mistakes.

3.  Analyze Wrong Answers – Understand why you got a question wrong. Was it a conceptual gap, a 

mis �calculation, or a mis �reading?

4.  Iterative Revision – After each mock, revisit the related topics in Schweser’s notes.

5.  Use the Schweser Question Bank Strategically – Alternate between new questions and review sets to keep 

the material fresh.

Aim for at least two full �length mock exams in the final month. This will build stamina and refine your test �taking

strategy.

Time Management Strategies

Time is the most precious resource during CFA preparation. Implement these strategies to stay on track:

•  Pomodoro Technique – Study in 25 �minute blocks followed by 5 �minute breaks. After four cycles, take a longer 

break.



•  Batch Similar Topics – Group related subjects to maintain cognitive flow.

•  Set Daily Goals – Define specific objectives (e.g., “complete 10 practice questions on Fixed Income”).

•  Use a Calendar – Mark study sessions, mock exams, and review periods.

•  Avoid Multitasking – Focus on one topic at a time to reduce cognitive overload.

Consistency beats intensity; a steady pace prevents burnout and keeps knowledge fresh.

Active Learning Techniques

Passive reading is less effective than engaging with the material. Try these techniques:

1.  Teach Back – Explain concepts aloud as if you’re teaching a peer.

2.  Mind Mapping – Visualize relationships between formulas and real �world applications.

3.  Self �Questioning – After studying a section, ask yourself “What if this variable changed?” or “How would I 

apply this to a real portfolio?”

4.  Case Studies – Analyze real or simulated investment scenarios to apply theory.

5.  Flashcard Quizzes – Use spaced repetition to test recall.

Active engagement solidifies memory and enhances problem �solving speed—critical for exam success.

Managing Stress and Maintaining Motivation

The CFA journey is mentally demanding. Here are ways to keep stress in check:

•  Set Small Wins – Celebrate completing a module or scoring above a target on a mock.

•  Mindfulness Practices – Incorporate short meditation or breathing exercises to reset focus.

•  Balanced Lifestyle – Ensure adequate sleep, nutrition, and physical activity.

•  Peer Support – Join study groups or online forums to share progress and encouragement.

•  Professional Help – If anxiety becomes overwhelming, consider talking to a counselor.

Maintaining a positive mindset is as important as mastering the content.

Tips for Retention and Revision

As the exam approaches, your focus should shift from learning new material to reinforcing what you’ve already

absorbed:

1.  Weekly Review Sessions – Dedicate a day each week to revisit past topics.

2.  Summarize Key Points – Write a one �page cheat sheet for each high �weight topic.
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