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How to Make an Elf Hat Out of Paper: A Step �by �Step DIY Guide

When the holiday season rolls around, it’s almost inevitable that you’ll want to add a touch of whimsy to your

festivities. Whether you’re preparing for a family photo, a themed party, or simply want to feel the joy of the season,

a paper elf hat can be a quick, inexpensive, and surprisingly charming addition to any costume or décor. In this

comprehensive guide, you’ll discover everything you need to know— from selecting the right paper to mastering the

folding technique— so you can create a professional �looking elf hat in no time.

Why Choose a Paper Elf Hat?

Paper is one of the most versatile crafting materials. It’s lightweight, easy to work with, and comes in a wide array of

colors and textures. A paper elf hat offers several advantages:

•  Cost �effective: A simple sheet of cardstock can produce a hat that looks more expensive than it is.

•  Eco �friendly: Recycled paper is a sustainable option, and you can repurpose old notebooks or junk mail.

•  Customizable: Color, pattern, and embellishments can be tailored to match any theme.

•  Fast production: The process can be completed in under 30 minutes, making it ideal for last �minute projects.

Materials You’ll Need

1.  Cardstock or thick paper: 150 �200 /gsm is ideal for a sturdy hat. Choose a color that complements your elf 

costume—green, red, or a festive pattern works well.

2.  Scissors or a paper cutter: A sharp blade ensures clean edges.

3.  Ruler and pencil: For precise measurements.

4.  Glue or double �sided tape: A light adhesive will keep the hat together without making it stiff.

5.  Decorations: Felt pom �pom, glitter, stickers, or ribbon to add that authentic elf flair.

6.  Optional: a small elastic band or headband: To secure the hat comfortably on the head.

Step �by �Step Instructions

Step 1: Prepare Your Paper Base

Measure and cut a square that’s roughly 20 cm on each side. If you prefer a taller hat, increase the size accordingly.

A 20 cm square provides a good balance between coverage and comfort for most adults. For children, you might

use a 15 /cm square.

Step 2: Create the Cone Shape

Fold the square in half diagonally to form a triangle. Next, fold the triangle in half again, bringing the two sharp

corners together. This will produce a smaller triangle that will become the base of your hat.

To form the cone, take the two outer edges of the small triangle and bring them together so they meet at a point.

Secure the edges with a small dab of glue or a piece of double �sided tape. The resulting shape should look like a

classic paper cone.

Step 3: Reinforce the Structure



Paper cones can be flimsy, especially if you plan to wear the hat. To reinforce it, cut a strip of paper about 2 cm wide

and 15 cm long. Fold this strip in half and glue it to the inside of the cone, aligning the fold along the center of the

hat. This adds structural support without adding bulk.

Step 4: Add the Brim

Measure the circumference of the hat’s top—around 20 cm. Cut a strip of paper or cardstock that’s slightly longer

(about 22 /cm) and a width of 2 /cm. Fold the strip into a circle and glue it around the top of the cone. The brim should 

sit just below the peak of the hat, giving it a classic elf silhouette.

Step 5: Decorate Your Elf Hat

Now’s the fun part! Use felt to create a pom �pom that sits at the tip of the hat. Cut a small circle from felt, roll it into a

tight ball, and secure it with a dab of glue. Alternatively, glue a pre �made pom �pom or a small piece of pom �pom glue

to the tip.

For added sparkle, sprinkle glitter along the brim or attach a small ribbon that drapes down the front. If you’re

aiming for a more elaborate look, glue a tiny bell or a faux fur trim around the brim.

Step 6: Secure the Hat on Your Head

Place a small elastic band or a headband inside the hat to keep it in place. If you’re wearing the hat for a photo

shoot or a costume event, you can also use a discreet pin at the back to hold it firmly. Ensure the hat sits

comfortably and that the brim doesn’t obstruct your vision.

Tips for a Professional Finish

•  Use a ruler for straight lines: Precise cuts and folds result in a cleaner look.

•  Keep glue minimal: Too much adhesive can make the paper stiff and unappealing.

•  Choose high �contrast colors: A bright green hat against a red scarf makes for a striking visual.

•  Consider a light weight: Heavier paper may feel uncomfortable; lighter cardstock often works best.

•  Test the fit: Before finalizing, wear the hat to adjust the brim’s height and ensure it doesn’t slip.

Variations on the Classic Paper Elf Hat

Miniature Elf Hats for Kids

For children, cut a smaller square (12–15 cm) and use a thinner cardstock. Add a larger pom �pom to compensate for

the smaller size. The result is a playful hat that fits comfortably on a child’s head.

Color �Block Elf Hats

Use multiple colors of cardstock to create a layered, color �block effect. Cut the base from a dark green sheet and

the brim from a bright red one. The contrasting colors give the hat a modern, eye �catching appearance.

Glitter �Infused Elf Hats

Sprinkle fine glitter over the entire hat before the glue dries. Seal the glitter with a clear adhesive spray or a thin

coat of glue to prevent it from flaking off during use.

Eco �Friendly Paper Elf Hats

Use recycled paper or newspaper. Cut the base from a stack of old newsprint, fold it as described, and reinforce it

with a strip of cardboard. The paper’s natural texture adds rustic charm.

How to Use Your Paper Elf Hat in Different Settings



Holiday Parties and Family Photos

A paper elf hat is perfect for a themed family photo. Pair it with a matching elf costume, a green scarf, and a red or

gold belt for a complete look. The hat’s lightweight nature keeps it comfortable for a long photo shoot.

Christmas Caroling and Community Events

When caroling or participating in community light displays, a paper elf hat adds a touch of fun without the bulk of a

felt hat. Its bright colors will stand out against the winter backdrop.

Costume Parties and Themed Events

For a quick costume change, the paper hat can be paired with a simple green or red dress and a pair of elf shoes.

The hat’s simplicity allows you to focus on other costume elements.

Educational Activities

Teachers can use the paper hat craft as a hands �on activity in art classes. Students learn about geometry (folding

triangles into cones) and design principles while creating a festive accessory.

Frequently Asked Questions

•  Can I use regular printer paper? While printer paper works, it tends to be too flimsy. Cardstock or thick paper 

provides better durability.

•  How can I make the hat last longer? Seal the hat with a clear acrylic spray after decorating. This protects the 

paper from moisture and handling.

•  Is there an alternative to glue? Double �sided tape or a light adhesive pen works well for quick assembly.

•  What if the hat feels uncomfortable? Add a soft inner lining made from felt or foam. Trim it to fit inside the hat 

without blocking the brim.

•  Can I add a feather or a tiny bell? Yes! Attach a small bell near the brim for a classic elf sound, or add a faux 

feather for a whimsical twist.

Conclusion

Crafting a paper elf hat is a delightful way to add holiday cheer to any event or costume. By following the steps

outlined above, you’ll create a hat that is both stylish and practical. Whether you’re a seasoned crafter or a

beginner, the process is straightforward and rewarding. With a few simple materials, a dash of creativity, and a

touch of patience, you’ll have a charming elf hat that brings smiles to faces and warmth to the holiday spirit.
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