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How Many Pages Is The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien? A Comprehensive Guide

When fans of Middle �Earth gather to discuss the timeless adventures of Bilbo Baggins, one question that often 

surfaces is “How many pages is The Hobbit?”The answer isn’t as straightforward as it might seem. The page

count varies depending on the edition, the publisher, the format, and even the printing house’s layout choices. This

guide dives into the history of the book’s publication, compares key editions, and explains why page numbers differ.

Whether you’re a collector, a librarian, or just a curious reader, you’ll find clear, up �to �date information about the page

counts of Tolkien’s classic.

Why Page Counts Vary in The Hobbit

Unlike a fixed �length text, a book’s page count is influenced by several factors:

•  Font size and type – Larger fonts or wider spacing increase the number of pages.

•  Margins and layout – Wider margins or a different column layout can add pages.

•  Illustrations and maps – Additional artwork or maps can push the count higher.

•  Paper weight and thickness – Heavier paper may require more pages to accommodate the same amount of 

text.

•  Binding type – Hardcovers often have different page counts than paperbacks due to cover pages and 

endpapers.

•  Print run and publisher changes – Each new edition can bring subtle adjustments to the layout.

Because of these variables, the page count of The Hobbit can range from the low 200s to over 400 pages. Below is

a detailed breakdown of the most widely read editions.

Original 1937 Edition

First Publication

J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit was first published on September 21, 1937, by George Allen &amp; Unwin in the United

Kingdom. This original edition, printed in a modest 256 �page format, set the stage for the book’s enduring popularity.

Page Count

Original 1937 edition: 256 pages. This count includes the title page, dedication, and the final chapter, “The Last

Stage.” The layout featured a small, serif typeface and modest margins, keeping the page count relatively low.

Key Features

•  Black and white text only, no illustrations.

•  Standard 6×9 inch dimensions.

•  Paperweight of 55 /gsm.

1938 Revised Edition

Why the Revision?

After the book’s success, Tolkien made a small but significant revision in 1938. He changed the title from “The



Hobbit, or There and Back Again” to simply “The Hobbit.” The text itself remained largely unchanged, but the

revised edition introduced a new cover design and a slightly altered pagination.

Page Count

1938 revised edition: 264 pages. The addition of a few extra pages for the new cover and title page pushed the

count up by eight pages.

1978 Blackwell Edition

First American Print

In 1978, the American publisher Blackwell released a new edition that brought The Hobbit to a wider audience

outside the UK. This edition featured a different typeface and a slightly larger paper size, which impacted the page

count.

Page Count

Blackwell 1978 edition: 295 pages. The use of a larger typeface and wider margins contributed to the higher page

count.

HarperCollins Editions (2001–Present)

2001 HarperCollins Edition

HarperCollins acquired the rights to The Hobbit in 2001 and released a new edition that was both faithful to the

original text and accessible to modern readers. The layout was updated with a clearer typeface and a new cover

design.

Page Count

2001 HarperCollins edition: 320 pages. The increase from earlier editions was due to a combination of larger font

and the inclusion of a small illustration of the map of the Shire.

2005 HarperCollins Edition

The 2005 edition was a revised paperback version that further refined the layout. It retained the same text but

introduced a slightly different typeface to improve readability.

Page Count

2005 HarperCollins edition: 320 pages. The page count remained consistent with the 2001 edition, as the changes

were primarily aesthetic.

2012 HarperCollins Edition

In 2012, HarperCollins released a special edition that celebrated the book’s 75th anniversary. The edition featured

a new cover illustration and a commemorative booklet, which added a few pages to the overall count.

Page Count

2012 HarperCollins edition: 352 pages. The inclusion of the anniversary booklet and a slightly larger paper size

contributed to the higher page count.

2019 HarperCollins Edition

2019 saw a new release that incorporated updated illustrations by a contemporary artist. The edition aimed to

attract younger readers while preserving Tolkien’s original narrative.



Page Count

2019 HarperCollins edition: 352 pages. The page count matched the 2012 edition, with the same booklet and

updated illustrations.

2023 HarperCollins Edition

HarperCollins’ 2023 edition is the most recent print version. It features a new cover design and a slightly revised

layout to accommodate modern printing standards.

Page Count

2023 HarperCollins edition: 352 pages. The page count remains consistent with the 2019 edition.

Special Collectors’ Editions

2001 Tolkien Estate Limited Edition

The Tolkien Estate released a limited edition in 2001 that was printed on high �quality paper and bound in a leather

cover. This edition also included a small booklet of Tolkien’s original sketches.

Page Count

Tolkien Estate Limited Edition: 400 pages. The extra pages come from the sketch booklet and a larger format.

2012 Tolkien Estate Deluxe Edition

The deluxe edition released in 2012 featured a full �color map and a new foreword by a Tolkien scholar.

Page Count

Tolkien Estate Deluxe Edition: 440 pages. The map and foreword significantly increase the page count.

Digital Formats

eBook Versions

eBook formats (Kindle, EPUB, PDF) typically do not have a fixed page count because the text can reflow based on 

device settings. However, the PDF versionoften mirrors the layout of the printed edition, so its page count is

usually identical to the corresponding print version.

Audio Book Versions

Audio books measure length in hours, not pages. For reference, the standard audiobook version of The Hobbit runs 

about 10 hours in a single narrator format.

Comparative Page Count Table



Edition Publisher Year Pages

Original George Allen &amp; Unwin 1937 256

Revised George Allen &amp; Unwin 1938 264

Blackwell Blackwell 1978 295

HarperCollins HarperCollins 2001 320

HarperCollins HarperCollins 2005 320

HarperCollins HarperCollins 2012 352

HarperCollins HarperCollins 2019 352

HarperCollins HarperCollins 2023 352

Tolkien Estate Tolkien Estate 2001 400

Tolkien Estate Tolkien Estate 2012 440

How to Choose the Right Edition for You

When deciding which edition of The Hobbit to purchase or borrow, consider the following factors:

•  Reading Experience – If you prefer a clean, modern layout, the 2001 or 2005 HarperCollins editions are ideal.

•  Collectibility – Limited editions from the Tolkien Estate offer unique artwork and higher page counts, making 

them prized items for collectors.

•  Budget – Standard paperback editions are usually the most affordable, while deluxe editions carry a premium 

price tag.

•  Format Preference – Digital readers may favor eBooks for portability, while audiobooks offer a different way to 

experience the story.

FAQs About The Hobbit’s Page Count

Q: Does the page count differ between hardcover and paperback?

A: Yes, hardcover editions often have slightly fewer pages because they use thicker paper and sometimes include

fewer illustrations. Paperback versions typically have more pages due to thinner paper and larger font sizes.

Q: Are there any editions with fewer than 200 pages?

A: The original 1937 edition is the shortest at 256 pages. Some abridged or children's editions may be shorter, but

they are not considered true editions of the original text.

Q: Why do some editions have extra pages for maps?

A: Tolkien’s original manuscript included a map of the Shire and other locations. Modern editions often add these

maps as extra pages to enhance the reader’s experience.

Conclusion
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