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Unlocking the Warmth of “Here Comes the Sun” on Mandolin

When the Beatles released Here Comes the Sun in 1969, it became an instant classic, celebrated for its uplifting
melody and George Harrison's masterful guitar work. Over the years, musicians across genres have taken the song
and reimagined it on a variety of instruments. Among these, the mandolin offers a bright, resonant voice that
captures the song’s sunny spirit in a fresh, acoustic light. Whether you're a seasoned mandolinist looking for a new
challenge or a beginner eager to learn a beloved tune, the here comes the sun mandolin tabcan open a world of
musical exploration.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk you through everything you need to know: from the background of the song
and the unique qualities of the mandolin, to the basics of reading tabs, detailed step by step instructions for each
section of the piece, and practical tips to help you master the arrangement. By the end, you'll have a polished
rendition of the song, a deeper understanding of mandolin technique, and a solid foundation for tackling other
Beatles classics on the instrument.

1.The Legacy of “Here Comes the Sun”

George Harrison’s composition emerged during a period of personal and musical transition. Written in 1968, it was
first recorded in 1969 for the alboum Abbey Road. The song’s gentle chord progressions and hopeful lyrics reflect
Harrison’s optimism after the tumultuous years of the 1960s. Musically, the track features a distinctive guitar solo
that has become iconic, but its harmonic structure is simple enough for adaptation to other instruments.

Because of its memorable melody and accessible chord changes, Here Comes the Sunhas become a staple in
beginner and intermediate guitar, piano, and ukulele repertoires worldwide. Its popularity makes it an ideal
candidate for mandolin, a string instrument that shares the same four-course tuning as the classical mandolin (G-D-
A-E). This similarity allows for a relatively straightforward transposition of the guitar parts, while the mandolin’s
bright timbre adds a fresh, airy texture to the arrangement.

2.Why the Mandolin? The Instrument’s Unique Voice

The mandolin’s bright, bell-like tone is especially well suited to the sunny feel of the Beatles classic. Its rapid attack
and sustained resonance can emulate the crisp picking style of Harrison’s guitar, yet it offers its own distinctive
color. Playing the song on mandolin also provides several practical benefits:

e Compactness and portability: A mandolin is lightweight and easy to carry, making it ideal for jam sessions,
busking, or recording in a home studio.

e Expressive dynamics: With a single string or double string courses, you can produce a wide range of
dynamics, from gentle arpeggios to powerful strums.

e Cross instrument learning: If you already know guitar or ukulele, many chord shapes and fingerings translate
directly to the mandolin, speeding up your learning curve.

« Community and repertoire: The mandolin community has a rich tradition of covering popular songs, and there
are countless resources—books, forums, and YouTube tutorials—specifically geared toward Beatles arrangements.

In short, the mandolin’s tonal brightness and playability make it a natural partner for the sunny optimism embedded



in Here Comes the Sun.

3. Decoding Mandolin Tabs: A Quick Primer

Before we dive into the tab itself, it's important to understand the basics of how mandolin notation works. Unlike
standard guitar tablature, mandolin tabs often use a double string notatioto indicate which string and fret to play.
Here’s a quick refresher:

1. String order: The strings are numbered from the highest pitch (the thinnest string) to the lowest. For a
standard tuned mandolin (G4-D5-A5-E6), the string numbers are 1 (E), 2 (A), 3 (D), and 4 (G).

2. Frets: Numbers represent the fret to press. Zero indicates an open string.

3. Chord notation: Chords are often written above the tab lines, showing the overall chord shape. The tab then
shows which strings are played and when.

4. Strumming patterns: A vertical line (]) usually denotes a measure. Dashes or slashes can indicate rhythmic
emphasis or strumming direction.

Once you're comfortable with these basics, you'll find the here comes the sun mandolin tabapproachable, even
if you're new to the instrument.

4.The Full Mandolin Tab: Step by Step

Below is a complete, simplified version of the Here Comes the Suntab adapted for mandolin. The arrangement
stays true to the original while taking advantage of the mandolin’s bright tone. Feel free to adjust the key or add
embellishments as you become more comfortable.

4.1 Intro and Verse 1
G D A E
3020

Chord progression:G — D — A — E. This sequence forms the backbone of the verse. Use a gentle, alternating
strum pattern: down down up up down up. Keep the rhythm steady and let the chords ring out.

4.2 Chorus
C G DA
0 302



During the chorus, the chord progression shifts to C — G — D — A. A slightly syncopated strum pattern
(down up down up) adds energy. Pay special attention to the transition from G to C; a quick slide or hammer on can
smooth the change.

4.3 Bridge

Em Bm C G
0 2 0 3

The bridge introduces a minor tonality with Em and Bm, creating contrast before returning to the bright major
chords. Use a slower tempo and emphasize the minor chords with a softer touch. The transition from Bm to C is a
perfect place to experiment with a quick pull off on the A string.

4.4 Outro

Repeat the intro progression (G — D — A — E) with a slightly faster tempo. End on an open G chord to let the song
resolve gently.

5. Mastering the Arrangement: Tips and Techniques

Learning a new arrangement can be daunting, but with a few focused strategies, you'll progress quickly.

5.1 Build Your Finger Strength
¢ Practice simple scales (C major, G major) on the mandolin to build finger independence.
¢ Use a metronome at a slow tempo (60—70 BPM) and gradually increase as you gain confidence.
 Incorporate hammer ons and pull offs to improve speed and fluidity.

5.2 Master the Strumming Pattern

For Here Comes the Sun, the strumming pattern is crucial to capturing the song’s rhythmic feel. Start by tapping
each strum on a separate beat to internalize the rhythm, then gradually add the syncopated accents. Record
yourself and listen back to identify any timing inconsistencies.

5.3 Focus on Dynamics

Dynamic contrast brings the arrangement to life. Use a soft touch on the verse, a fuller strum on the chorus, and a
gentle, expressive tone during the bridge. The mandolin’s bright sound can easily become overwhelming; control
the volume by adjusting your pick attack.

5.4 Practice Transitions

Transitional chords—especially between G and C or between A and D—can feel awkward. Practice these changes
in isolation, then integrate them into the full progression. Slow down the tempo until the transition feels natural.

5.5 Add Your Personal Touch



Once you're comfortable with the basic arrangement, experiment with embellishments: a quick tremolo on the A
string during the chorus, or a slide from G to A in the bridge. Adding your own flair will make the performance
uniquely yours.

6. Common Mistakes and How to Fix Them

Even seasoned players can stumble on a few pitfalls when learning this arrangement. Here are some common
errors and how to correct them.

6.1 Over Strumming

The mandolin’s bright tone can easily become muddy if you strum too hard. Keep your pick light and focus on
clean, even strokes.

6.2 Misaligned Fingerings

Misplacing fingers can produce harsh, dissonant notes. Check each chord shape against a diagram or use a tuner
to confirm that the chord is in tune.

6.3Timing Issues

Struggling with tempo is common. Use a metronome and practice each section separately before combining them.
Gradually increase the speed as you become comfortable.

6.4 Neglecting the Bridge

Because the bridge introduces minor chords, it can feel like a departure from the rest of the song. Treat it as a
natural contrast by slightly softening the strum and focusing on the emotional shift.

7. Resources for Further Learning

To deepen your understanding and broaden your repertoire, consider the following resources:

¢ Books: “The Mandolin Handbook” by William B. W. Smith, “Beatles for Mandolin” by David H. Smith.
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