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Genetics Practice Problems: Writing Alleles, Answers Key, and How to 
Master Them

Genetics is a cornerstone of biology, yet many students find its concepts challenging, especially when it comes to 

writing alleles and interpreting the results of classic Mendelian crosses. Whether you’re a high �school biology 

teacher, a college instructor, or a self �studying learner, a solid set of genetics practice problems writing alleles 

answers keycan transform the learning experience. By combining clear explanations, step �by �step problem �solving

strategies, and an easy �to �use answers key, you can build confidence and deepen your understanding of inheritance

patterns.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the fundamentals of alleles and genotypes, the importance of practice,

the most common problem types, and a detailed walkthrough of how to write alleles correctly. We’ll also provide a

curated list of sample practice problems complete with an answers key, along with tips for using that key effectively.

By the end, you’ll have a practical toolkit for mastering genetics and a resource that can be adapted for classroom

use or independent study.

1. Understanding Alleles and Genotypes

Before diving into practice problems, it’s essential to revisit the core concepts that underlie all genetics questions.

1.1 What Is an Allele?

An allele is a variant form of a gene that occupies a specific locus on a chromosome. Because humans and many

organisms are diploid, each individual carries two alleles for each gene—one from each parent. These alleles can

be identical (homozygous) or different (heterozygous).

1.2 Genotype vs. Phenotype

The genotype refers to the specific combination of alleles an organism carries. The phenotype is the observable

expression of that genotype. For example, in pea plants, the allele for yellow seed color (Y) is dominant over the

allele for green seed color (y). A plant with the genotype Yy will display the yellow phenotype, even though it carries

the recessive green allele.

1.3 Dominant and Recessive Alleles

Dominant alleles mask the presence of recessive alleles in heterozygous individuals. The classic notation uses a

capital letter for the dominant allele and a lowercase letter for the recessive allele. Understanding this notation is

critical when writing alleles in practice problems.

1.4 Incomplete Dominance and Codominance

Not all traits follow simple dominant-recessive patterns. In incomplete dominance, the heterozygote exhibits a

phenotype that is intermediate between the two homozygotes (e.g., red and white flower petals producing pink).

Codominance occurs when both alleles are fully expressed (e.g., AB blood type). These nuances add depth to

genetics problems and should be considered when solving practice questions.



2. Why Practice Problems Are Essential

Mastering genetics requires more than memorizing definitions; it demands the ability to apply concepts to novel

situations. Practice problems provide the following benefits:

•  Active Learning: Engages critical thinking and problem �solving skills.

•  Pattern Recognition: Helps students recognize recurring inheritance patterns.

•  Confidence Building: Regular success in solving problems boosts self �esteem.

•  Assessment: Offers a low �stakes way to gauge understanding before exams.

•  Application: Encourages students to apply theory to real �world scenarios.

When creating or selecting practice problems, ensure they cover a range of difficulty levels and include both

straightforward Mendelian crosses and more complex scenarios involving multiple genes or environmental factors.

3. Common Types of Genetics Problems

Below are the most frequently encountered problem categories in genetics coursework. Familiarity with these

categories will streamline the process of writing alleles and solving problems.

1.  Monohybrid Crosses – Involve one gene with two alleles.

2.  Test Crosses – Determine the genotype of an organism with a dominant phenotype.

3.  Polygenic Traits – Traits influenced by multiple genes (e.g., human height).

4.  Incomplete Dominance – Heterozygotes show intermediate phenotypes.

5.  Codominance – Both alleles are expressed simultaneously.

6.  Linked Genes – Genes located on the same chromosome that may not assort independently.

7.  Sex �Linked Traits – Traits associated with genes on sex chromosomes (e.g., hemophilia).

8.  Multiple Alleles – More than two alleles for a single gene (e.g., ABO blood types).

9.  Environmental Influences – Phenotypes affected by external factors.

When writing practice problems, vary the mix of these categories to provide a balanced learning experience.

4. Step �by �Step Guide to Writing Alleles

Correctly writing alleles is the foundation for solving any genetics problem. Follow these steps to ensure clarity and

consistency.

4.1 Identify the Gene and Trait

Determine which gene is being studied and the trait it influences. For example, “seed color” in peas is controlled by 

the gene Y (yellow) versus y (green).

4.2 Determine the Allele Notation

Use uppercase for dominant alleles and lowercase for recessive alleles. When dealing with incomplete dominance 

or codominance, use distinct symbols or letters to represent each allele (e.g., R and r for red and white petals).

4.3 Write the Genotype

Combine the two alleles in a single string. The order is arbitrary but should remain consistent. For a heterozygous 

yellow seed plant, write Yy.

4.4 Specify the Phenotype (If Needed)

When the problem asks for the observable trait, provide the phenotype. For the Yy genotype, the phenotype is 



yellow seeds.

4.5 Use Punnett Squares for Crosses

For monohybrid or dihybrid crosses, create a Punnett square to visualize allele combinations. Label each side with

the alleles from one parent and fill in the squares accordingly.

4.6 Calculate Probabilities

After completing the Punnett square, count the number of each genotype and phenotype. Divide by the total

number of squares to obtain the probability. For example, a Yy × Yy cross yields a 1:2:1 genotype ratio (YY : Yy :

yy) and a 3:1 phenotype ratio (yellow : green).

4.7 Record Results Clearly

Present the final answer in a concise format: genotype, phenotype, and probability. For instance:

Genotype Ratio: 1 YY : 2 Yy : 1 yy

Phenotype Ratio: 3 yellow : 1 green

Clear notation helps avoid confusion, especially when dealing with more complex problems.

5. Sample Practice Problems with Answers Key

Below are ten carefully curated practice problems that span a variety of genetics topics. Each problem is followed

by an answers key that explains the solution in detail.

Problem 1 – Monohybrid Cross (Dominant vs. Recessive)

A pea plant with yellow seeds (Yy) is crossed with a pea plant with green seeds (yy). What are the possible

genotypes and phenotypes of the offspring?

Answer Key 1

Step 1 – Write Parent Genotypes: Yy × yy

Step 2 – Punnett Square:

      y   y

   -------------

Y |  Yy | Yy |

   -------------

y |  yy | yy |

   -------------

Step 3 – Genotype Ratio: 2 Yy : 2 yy (or 1 Yy : 1 yy)

Step 4 – Phenotype Ratio: 2 yellow : 2 green (or 1:1)

Thus, 50% of the offspring will have yellow seeds (Yy) and 50% will have green seeds (yy).

Problem 2 – Test Cross (Determining Genotype of Dominant Phenotype)

A wheat plant shows a dominant phenotype for tall height (T). The plant is crossed with a short-height plant (tt).

What are the possible genotypes and phenotypes of the offspring?



Answer Key 2

Step 1 – Write Parent Genotypes: T? × tt (unknown genotype for tall plant)

Step 2 – Assume Tall Plant Is Heterozygous:  Tt × tt

Step 3 – Punnett Square:

      t   t

   -------------

T |  Tt | Tt |

   -------------

t |  tt | tt |

   -------------

Step 4 – Genotype Ratio: 2 Tt : 2 tt (or 1 Tt : 1 tt)

Step 5 – Phenotype Ratio: 2 tall : 2 short (or 1:1)

If the tall plant were homozygous dominant (TT), the cross would yield all tall offspring. Since the test cross

produces both tall and short plants, the tall parent must be heterozygous (Tt).

Problem 3 – Incomplete Dominance (Flower Color)

Red (R) and white (r) flower colors exhibit incomplete dominance. A red-flowered plant is crossed with a white-

flowered plant. What are the expected phenotypes of the progeny?

Answer Key 3

Step 1 – Write Parent Genotypes: RR × rr

Step 2 – Punnett Square:

      r   r

   -------------

R |  Rr | Rr |

   -------------

R |  Rr | Rr |

   -------------

Step 3 – Genotype Ratio: 4 Rr

Step 4 – Phenotype: All progeny will have pink flowers (heterozygous phenotype).

Thus, the cross results in a 100% pink flower population.

Problem 4 – Codominance (Blood Type)

Human blood types A (IA) and B (IB) are codominant. A blood type AB individual is crossed with a blood type O

individual (i). What are the possible blood types of the offspring?

Answer Key 4



Step 1 – Write Parent Genotypes: IAIB × ii

Step 2 – Punnett Square:

      i   i

   -------------

IA |  IAi | IAi |

   -------------

IB |  IBi | IBi |

   -------------

Step
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