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Introduction

When the iconic British television show Top /Gear first aired, its blend of humor, daring challenges, and a genuine 

love for cars captured the imagination of millions around the world. Among its many memorable segments, the “

Fastest Car Ever” challenge became a cultural touchstone, offering a platform for the world’s most blistering

machines to prove their mettle. Fans of the show have long speculated about which vehicle deserves the title, and

the debate has spurred engineers, designers, and automotive journalists to push the limits of speed and

technology. In this article, we dive deep into the history of the Top Gear fastest car segment, explore the criteria that

define the title, and examine the current contenders that could claim the crown.

What Is the “Fastest Car Ever” Segment on Top /Gear?

The “Fastest Car Ever” segment is a recurring challenge on Top Gear that pits a selection of the world’s most

powerful and aerodynamically refined vehicles against one another on a closed circuit. Unlike typical road tests, the

focus here is purely on raw speed: the car that covers a predetermined distance in the shortest time wins the title.

The segment has evolved over the years, with each episode showcasing a new lineup of cars, updated testing

protocols, and a growing list of record holders. What makes the challenge particularly compelling is its blend of

entertainment and engineering precision—viewers get to see the thrill of speed while also learning about the

intricate details that make a car capable of reaching extreme velocities.

Criteria for the Title

•  Speed Measurement: The primary metric is the average speed over a set course, usually measured in miles 

per hour (mph) or kilometers per hour (km/h). The car with the highest recorded average speed is declared the 

winner.

•  Course Conditions: Top /Gear typically uses a purpose-built track or a long, straight stretch of highway that 

allows vehicles to reach their top speed without interference from traffic or road obstacles.

•  Vehicle Configuration: Only the car’s factory specifications are considered. Modifications that significantly alter 

performance are generally not permitted unless they are part of the car’s standard offering.

•  Safety Protocols: The segment adheres to strict safety guidelines, including the use of crash barriers, safety 

drivers, and real-time telemetry to ensure that the pursuit of speed does not compromise the well-being of the crew.

•  Repeatability: The record must be achieved in a controlled environment with repeatable results. A single, one-

off run that is not reproducible is usually discounted.

Historic Winners and Their Records

Koenigsegg Agera RS– In 2017, the Agera RS set a record of 277.87 mph (447.19 km/h) on a closed road in

Nevada, USA. While the record was later contested for its measurement methodology, it remains a landmark

moment in the pursuit of the fastest car on Top /Gear.

SSC Tuatara– In 2020, the SSC Tuatara claimed an average speed of 286.1 mph (460.4 km/h) on the Bonneville

Salt Flats. Although subsequent verification raised questions about the validity of the data, the Tuatara’s



performance continues to spark debate among enthusiasts.

Bugatti Chiron Super Sport 300+– In 2021, the Chiron Super Sport 300+ broke the 300 mph barrier, recording a

top speed of 304.77 mph (490.48 km/h) on the Ehra �Lessien track. This milestone is widely regarded as the pinnacle

of modern hypercar performance.

Current Contenders for the Title

Bugatti Chiron Super Sport 300+

The Bugatti Chiron Super Sport 300+ is the latest iteration of the legendary French marque’s flagship hypercar.

Powered by a quad �turbocharged 8.0 �liter W16 engine that produces a staggering 1,577 hp (1,177 kW), the vehicle

can accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in just 2.4 seconds. Its aerodynamic profile is meticulously engineered to reduce

drag while maintaining stability at extreme speeds. The Chiron’s record-breaking 304.77 mph run on the

Ehra �Lessien track is a testament to Bugatti’s commitment to pushing the boundaries of automotive performance.

Koenigsegg Agera RS

Koenigsegg’s Agera RS remains a benchmark for speed enthusiasts. Its 5.0 �liter twin �charged V8 engine delivers

1,160 hp (865 kW), and the car’s lightweight construction—thanks to a carbon �fiber monocoque chassis—allows it to

reach astonishing speeds. The 277.87 mph record set in Nevada showcases the Agera RS’s ability to combine raw

power with advanced aerodynamics. While the record’s verification has been debated, the vehicle’s engineering

prowess remains undisputed.

SSC Tuatara

SSC North America’s Tuatara is an all �electric hypercar that boasts a 1,750 /hp (1,300 /kW) twin �motor setup. Designed 

for both speed and efficiency, the Tuatara’s sleek bodywork reduces drag to a minimum. The 286.1 mph run on the

Bonneville Salt Flats sparked a frenzy among automotive journalists, and despite controversy, the Tuatara is widely

regarded as one of the most powerful production cars on the planet.

Rimac Nevera

The Rimac Nevera is a Croatian electric hypercar that pushes the envelope of electric vehicle performance. With an

astonishing 1,914 hp (1,420 kW) across four electric motors, the Nevera can accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in

1.85 seconds. Its top speed is electronically limited to 258 mph (415 km/h), but its unparalleled torque delivery and

advanced battery technology make it a serious contender in any speed showdown.

How Top /Gear Measures Speed

Top Gear employs a combination of high �precision GPS, radar, and laser-based telemetry to capture the exact

speed of each vehicle. The process typically involves the following steps:

1.  Course Selection: A straight, flat stretch of road or a dedicated test track is chosen to minimize variables 

such as wind, incline, or road surface irregularities.

2.  Calibration: Sensors and measurement devices are calibrated against known standards to ensure accuracy.

3.  Data Collection: As the car accelerates, the telemetry system records instantaneous speed at millisecond 

intervals.

4.  Analysis: Engineers analyze the data to determine the average speed over the designated distance, 

ensuring that any outliers or anomalies are accounted for.

5.  Verification: Results are cross �checked by independent experts and, in some cases, corroborated with 

external agencies such as the Guinness World Records.



By adhering to rigorous standards, Top /Gear ensures that each record is both credible and reproducible.

Why the Title Matters to Car Enthusiasts

•  Engineering Feats: The fastest car title showcases the pinnacle of automotive engineering, from engine 

design to materials science.

•  Technological Innovation: Speed records often drive advances in aerodynamics, battery technology, and 

lightweight construction that trickle down into everyday vehicles.

•  Brand Prestige: Manufacturers leverage record titles in marketing campaigns, reinforcing their image as 

leaders in performance.

•  Consumer Inspiration: Enthusiasts are motivated to pursue their own automotive passions, whether it’s 

building a custom car or simply appreciating the art of speed.

Future of the Fastest Car on Top /Gear

The landscape of high �performance cars is rapidly evolving, especially with the rise of electric hypercars. While

internal combustion engines (ICE) still dominate the speed charts, electric powertrains are closing the gap thanks

to instant torque and advanced battery management systems. We anticipate several trends that could shape the

future of the fastest car on Top /Gear:

•  Hybrid Powertrains: Combining ICE and electric motors to deliver both high horsepower and torque.

•  Active Aerodynamics: Real �time adjustments to wing angles and body panels to optimize downforce and 

reduce drag.

•  Advanced Materials: Use of graphene, carbon �nanotube composites, and other lightweight materials to reduce 

mass while maintaining structural integrity.

•  Autonomous Speed Control: AI �driven systems that can fine �tune engine output and steering inputs for optimal 

performance.

As these technologies mature, we may soon witness a new generation of cars that challenge the supremacy of the

current record holders.

Conclusion

The “Fastest Car Ever” segment on Top Gear continues to captivate audiences with its blend of thrilling speed and

meticulous engineering. From the historic records of the Bugatti Veyron and Koenigsegg Agera RS to the

contemporary feats of the Bugatti Chiron Super Sport 300+ and SSC Tuatara, each contender pushes the

boundaries of what’s possible on four wheels. As electric hypercars like the Rimac Nevera and future hybrid models

enter the fray, the quest for the fastest car on Top Gear will only intensify. For automotive enthusiasts, the pursuit of

speed is not just about numbers—it’s about celebrating human ingenuity, technological progress, and the relentless

desire to go faster.
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