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Canon Powershot S5IS: A Comprehensive Review for the Modern Snapshot 
Enthusiast

When it comes to point �and �shoot cameras, Canon has long been a trusted name. The Canon Powershot S5IS,

launched in the early 2010s, continues that legacy with a compact body, versatile zoom, and solid image quality.

Whether you’re a casual traveler, a budding photographer, or simply looking for a reliable backup camera, the S5IS

offers a blend of performance and convenience that still feels relevant today. In this article, we’ll dive deep into

every aspect of the camera—from its design and sensor to real �world performance—and help you decide if it’s the

right fit for your photography needs.
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Overview and Design

The Canon Powershot S5IS packs a punch in a small, lightweight package. Weighing just over 250 g (without

battery and card) and measuring 102 mm by 68 mm by 42 mm, it’s easy to slip into a pocket or carry in a small bag.

The camera’s ergonomic grip and well �placed buttons make it comfortable to hold for extended periods, while the

3 �inch LCD screen offers a clear view of your shots.

One of the standout design features is the camera’s 10 �x optical zoom lens (equivalent to 24 �240 mm in 35mm

terms). This wide range covers everything from sweeping landscapes to tight portraits, making the S5IS a versatile

companion for everyday shooting. The lens is also equipped with a built �in image stabilizer, helping to reduce blur in

low �light situations or when shooting handheld.

Key Specifications

Below is a quick reference to the Canon Powershot S5IS’s core specs:

•  Sensor: 1/2.5 �inch CMOS, 10.1 /MP

•  Lens: 10 �x optical zoom (24 �240 /mm f/3.5 �5.8)



•  Image Stabilization: Optical

•  Viewfinder: Electronic, 0.4 �in, 1.04 /M dots

•  LCD: 3 �in, 460 /k dots

•  Video: 720p at 30 /fps, 1080p at 30 /fps (via external recorder)

•  Connectivity: Wi �Fi, Bluetooth, NFC

•  Storage: SD/SDHC/SDXC (UHS �I compatible)

•  Battery: LP-E12 (approx. 500 shots)

•  Dimensions: 102 /× /68 /× /42 /mm

•  Weight: 260 /g (with battery and card)

While the sensor size is modest compared to larger DSLR or mirrorless bodies, the S5IS delivers respectable detail

and color fidelity, especially in well �lit conditions.

Image Quality and Performance

Canon’s image processing engine, known as DIGIC, works hand �in �hand with the 10 �x lens to produce sharp, vibrant

images. In controlled tests, the S5IS consistently produced high �resolution shots with good dynamic range and

minimal noise at ISO 400. The optical image stabilizer kicks in automatically when the shutter speed falls below

1/60 /s, making it easier to shoot handheld in low �light or windy conditions.

Low �Light Capabilities

In low �light scenarios, the camera’s maximum ISO is 6400. While this can introduce some grain, the built �in noise

reduction helps keep images relatively clean. For the best results, try shooting at ISO 200 or 400 and use a tripod

or steady surface.

Color Accuracy and White Balance

Canon’s color science is well �regarded, and the S5IS is no exception. The camera offers multiple white balance

presets—Auto, Daylight, Cloudy, Tungsten, Fluorescent, Flash, and Custom—allowing you to adapt to a variety of

lighting conditions. In practice, the camera’s Auto white balance is reliable, but the Custom setting can be handy

when shooting in mixed light environments.

Video Capabilities

While the Canon Powershot S5IS was designed primarily for still photography, it offers decent video functionality for

casual use. The camera records 720 p video at 30 fps directly to the SD card. For higher resolution, the S5IS can

output 1080p video via HDMI to an external recorder—an excellent option for those who want to capture sharper

footage.

Audio Quality

Built �in microphones are adequate for simple vlogging or family videos. However, for professional �grade audio,

consider using an external microphone connected via the 3.5 /mm jack.

Connectivity and Storage

The S5IS is equipped with Wi �Fi, Bluetooth, and NFC, making it simple to share images on the go. The Canon

Camera Connect app allows you to transfer photos to your phone or tablet, control the camera remotely, and even

upload images directly to cloud services. Bluetooth pairing offers a low �power connection for quick transfers.

Storage-wise, the camera accepts SD, SDHC, and SDXC cards. It supports UHS �I, so high �speed cards can help



with faster write times, especially when shooting bursts or video.

Battery Life and Power Management

The LP �E12 battery typically delivers around 500 shots on a full charge under standard usage. If you’re planning a

long day of shooting, carrying a spare battery is advisable. The camera also has a low �power mode that

automatically turns off the display after a set period of inactivity, further conserving battery life.

Using the Canon Powershot S5IS

Getting started with the S5IS is straightforward. Below are the basic steps to capture your first image:

1.  Insert the battery and SD card. Make sure the battery is fully charged.

2.  Power on the camera. The main power button is located on the top of the body.

3.  Set your shooting mode. Use the mode dial to choose Auto, Scene Intelligent Auto, or Manual.

4.  Adjust zoom. Turn the lens ring to select your desired focal length.

5.  Frame your shot. Use the LCD screen or electronic viewfinder.

6.  Press the shutter button. Half �press to focus, then fully press to capture.

For advanced users, the camera offers a range of manual controls—aperture, shutter speed, ISO, and white

balance—accessible via the menu or dedicated buttons.

Tips and Tricks for Better Shots

•  Use the optical zoom wisely. The 24 �mm wide end is great for landscapes, while the 240 �mm telephoto end 

excels in wildlife or sports.

•  Turn on image stabilization. Engage the stabilizer when shooting handheld to reduce blur.

•  Shoot in RAW when possible. The S5IS supports RAW format, giving you greater flexibility in post �processing.

•  Experiment with white balance. Custom white balance can help maintain color consistency across scenes.

•  Utilize the built �in flash. The pop �up flash is useful for low �light situations but consider using an external flash for 

better control.

•  Keep the lens clean. Use a microfiber cloth to wipe away dust and fingerprints.

Pros and Cons

Pros

•  Compact and lightweight design

•  10 �x optical zoom with image stabilization

•  Good image quality for the sensor size

•  Wi �Fi, Bluetooth, and NFC connectivity

•  Customizable white balance and shooting modes

Cons

•  Limited video resolution (720p only onboard)

•  Sensor size results in higher noise at high ISO

•  No built �in flash battery backup for extended use

•  No touch screen or fully articulating display

•  Battery life can be short for long shooting sessions

Alternatives to Consider



If you’re looking for a similar compact camera with a few extra features, here are some worthy options:

•  Canon Powershot G9 X Mark II – Offers a larger sensor, better low �light performance, and 28 �x zoom.

•  Sony Cyber �Shot WX500 – Known for its 30 �x optical zoom and excellent image stabilization.

•  Panasonic Lumix DMC �ZS70 – Features a 30 �x zoom and 4K video recording.

•  Nikon Coolpix A1000 – A 16 �x zoom camera with a 1/2.3 �inch sensor and 4K video.

Buying Guide and Where to Purchase

When buying the Canon Powershot S5IS, consider the following factors:

•  Intended Use: Casual photography, travel, or a backup camera?

•  Zoom Range: Is a 10 �x zoom sufficient for your needs?

•  Video Requirements: Do you need higher �resolution video?

•  Budget: The S5IS is often available at a lower price point compared to newer models.

•  Accessories: Look for bundled lenses, extra batteries, or memory cards.

Retailers such as Amazon, B&H Photo Video, and Adorama frequently offer the S5IS at discounted prices. Be sure

to check for refurbished units from reputable sellers, which can provide significant savings without compromising

quality.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I record 4K video on the Canon Powershot S5IS?

No, the camera’s built �in video recording is limited to 720p. For 4K, you would need an external recorder or a newer

model.

What type of SD card should I use?

We recommend a UHS �I SDXC card with a minimum speed class of 10 for smooth burst shooting and video

recording.

Is the Canon Powershot S5IS compatible with Canon’s EOS lenses?

No, the S5IS uses a proprietary lens mount. However, you can use Canon’s 10 �x zoom lens or third �party lenses

designed for the Powershot line.

How does the image stabilization perform in low light?

When the shutter speed drops below 1/60 s, the optical image stabilizer activates, helping to reduce camera shake

and improve sharpness.

Can I use an external microphone for better audio?

Yes, the camera has a 3.5 mm mic input. Connect a compatible external mic for higher �quality audio during video

recording.

Conclusion

The Canon Powershot S5IS remains a solid choice for anyone seeking a compact, versatile camera that delivers

reliable performance without breaking the bank. Its 10 �x optical zoom, built �in
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