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Army Service Uniform Set Up Guide

When you’re called to serve, one of the first tasks you’ll encounter is assembling your army uniform. A well �prepared

uniform not only demonstrates professionalism and respect for the military tradition, but it also ensures you’re ready

for any duty assignment. This comprehensive guide walks you through every detail—from selecting the right pieces

to maintaining them—so you can confidently step onto the field, the parade ground, or the office with your uniform

in perfect order.

Understanding the Army Uniform Structure

Components of the Uniform

Army uniforms are organized into a clear hierarchy of garments and accessories. Each element serves a specific

purpose and is governed by strict regulations. The core components include:

•  Base Garments: Shirts, trousers, jackets, and coats that form the foundation of the uniform.

•  Headgear: Hats, berets, helmets, or caps that signify rank, unit, or branch.

•  Insignia & Badges: Ribbons, medals, unit patches, and rank insignia that display achievements and affiliations.

•  Accessories: Belts, suspenders, gloves, and footwear that complete the look and provide functionality.

•  Protective Gear: For combat or field duties, items such as body armor, helmets, and ballistic vests are added.

Regulatory Framework

All uniform elements must comply with the Army Regulation 670-1(Army Regulation – Wear and Appearance of

Army Uniforms and Insignia). This regulation outlines:

•  Approved color schemes and fabric specifications.

•  Proper placement of insignia and badges.

•  Grooming standards, including haircuts, beard maintenance, and jewelry limits.

•  Specific guidelines for different uniform types such as Service Dress, Dress Blue, and Combat Uniform.

Staying within these guidelines ensures you avoid infractions and maintain the integrity of your service.

Step �by �Step Uniform Assembly Process

1. Gather the Base Garments

Begin with the essential items: a clean, wrinkle �free shirt or blouse, matching trousers or a skirt, and the appropriate

outerwear. For most service duties, you’ll use the Service Dress uniform, which consists of:

•  White or light �colored shirt or blouse.

•  Black or dark grey trousers or skirt.

•  Black leather shoes with polished finish.

•  Optional: a black waistcoat or vest for formal occasions.

Make sure each piece fits correctly; a garment that’s too tight or too loose can hinder movement and look

unprofessional.



2. Add the Service Accessory Items

Once the base garments are in place, attach the required accessories:

1.  Belts: Use a black leather belt with a polished buckle. For certain roles, a brass or gold belt may be 

authorized.

2.  Gloves: For field or combat duties, wear gloves that match your uniform color and are rated for protection.

3.  Footwear: Ensure your shoes are clean, polished, and have the correct lacing pattern. For combat, choose 

sturdy combat boots with appropriate lacing.

4.  Wristwatch: A simple, non �reflexive watch is acceptable; avoid flashy or large watches.

3. Adjust for Fit and Comfort

Before proceeding, check that every component fits comfortably and allows for full range of motion. Adjust the cuffs

of your shirt or jacket, tighten or loosen your belt, and ensure your shoes are snug but not restrictive. A well �fitted

uniform not only looks sharp but also reduces fatigue during long duties.

4. Secure the Headgear

Headgear is a key identifier of your unit and role. Depending on your assignment, you may wear:

•  Standard service cap (black or tan).

•  Beret (black for Army, tan for Special Forces).

•  Helmet (for combat or field operations).

Make sure the headgear is clean, properly fitted, and secured with any required straps or tabs. The brim or visor

should be positioned correctly, and the insignia (if any) should be centered.

5. Attach Insignia and Badges

Placement of insignia follows a strict hierarchy. Use the following guidelines:

•  Rank insignia should be positioned on the left chest of the shirt or jacket.

•  Unit patches are worn on the right chest, above the rank insignia.

•  Medals and ribbons are worn on the left side of the chest, with the highest award at the top.

•  Specialty badges (e.g., parachutist, marksman) are placed on the left sleeve or right chest, depending on the 

regulation.

Use a fabric adhesive or a metal fastener approved by your unit to secure each badge. Ensure all attachments are

flush with the uniform fabric and free of wrinkles.

6. Final Inspection and Compliance Check

Before heading out, perform a final visual check:

1.  Verify that all buttons, zippers, and fasteners are functioning.

2.  Inspect for any stains, holes, or wear.

3.  Confirm that all insignia are correctly placed and securely attached.

4.  Check that your grooming meets the Army’s standards: haircuts are neat, facial hair is trimmed or 

clean �shaven, and jewelry is minimal.

Completing this final review guarantees you’re fully compliant and ready for any inspection or deployment.

Key Uniform Types and Their Specific Requirements

Service Dress Uniform



The Service Dress is the most common uniform for administrative, ceremonial, and non �combat duties. It typically

features:

•  White shirt or blouse.

•  Black trousers or skirt.

•  Black leather shoes.

•  Optional waistcoat or vest.

For this uniform, you must wear the standard service cap or a black beret, depending on your unit.

Dress Blue

Dress Blue is the most formal uniform, reserved for official ceremonies, parades, and high �level events. Its

components include:

•  Blue dress jacket and trousers.

•  White dress shirt.

•  Black formal shoes.

•  Black dress hat (e.g., peaked cap).

•  Gold or silver rank insignia, depending on your rank.

Dress Blue requires a higher level of grooming and meticulous attention to detail.

Combat Uniform

Combat or field uniforms are designed for performance and protection. Key features include:

•  Camouflage patterns (e.g., MultiCam, Woodland).

•  Moisture �wicking, breathable fabrics.

•  Built �in pockets for gear.

•  Optional body armor, helmets, and ballistic vests.

Combat uniforms are often paired with tactical boots, gloves, and a helmet. The emphasis is on functionality and

durability.

Field Uniform

The Field Uniform is a hybrid between the Service Dress and Combat Uniform. It’s used for training, field exercises,

and non �combat operations. Its main attributes are:

•  Neutral color (e.g., khaki or olive drab).

•  Durable fabric with reinforced seams.

•  Standard field gear, including a field cap and tactical gloves.

Field Uniform offers comfort for extended periods while still maintaining a professional appearance.

Maintenance and Care Tips

Cleaning Procedures

Proper cleaning preserves the integrity and longevity of your uniform:

1.  Always check the care label before washing.

2.  Use a mild detergent suitable for military fabrics.

3.  Separate white and colored garments to prevent color bleeding.

4.  Wash in cold water on a gentle cycle.



5.  Air �dry whenever possible; avoid the dryer to prevent shrinkage.

For heavily soiled items, consider a professional military uniform cleaning service to ensure all stains are removed

without damaging the fabric.

Storage Guidelines

Proper storage prevents damage and keeps your uniform ready for deployment:

•  Store shirts and jackets on padded hangers to maintain shape.

•  Keep trousers or skirts in a breathable garment bag.

•  Store headgear in a clean, dry case to avoid dust accumulation.

•  Use a protective garment bag for combat gear to prevent mildew.

Repair and Replacement

Small repairs can extend the life of your uniform, but some issues require replacement:

•  Replace buttons that are loose or missing.

•  Repair small holes with a fabric patch kit.

•  Replace worn-out belts or shoes after a certain number of wears.

•  Replace any uniform piece that has become discolored, stiff, or structurally compromised.

Always consult your unit’s supply office before making any replacements to ensure they meet the required

specifications.
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