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Academic Calendar Ithaca College: Your Complete Guide to Planning
Success

Every student, faculty member, and staff member at Ithaca College relies on a clear, well structured academic
calendar. It's the roadmap that guides course registrations, exam schedules, and key institutional deadlines.
Whether you're a first year freshman, a transfer student, or a seasoned faculty member, understanding the
academic calendar Ithaca Collegeis essential for staying on track and maximizing your academic experience.
This comprehensive article will walk you through the calendar’s structure, key dates, how to access it, and practical
tips for using it effectively.

About Ithaca College

Ithaca College, located in Ithaca, New York, is renowned for its programs in music, communication, business, and
the arts. With a diverse student body of over 6,000 students and a faculty that includes award winning artists and
scholars, the college offers a vibrant campus life and a rigorous academic environment. The college’s commitment
to excellence is reflected in its meticulous planning and communication of academic timelines.

The Role of an Academic Calendar

An academic calendar is more than just a list of dates; it's a strategic tool that aligns institutional priorities with
student and faculty needs. It sets expectations for:

e Course registration windows

Add/Drop and withdrawal periods

* Examination and grading timelines

e Graduation and commencement events

e Faculty teaching schedules and professional development

By providing a unified framework, the calendar helps reduce confusion, ensures compliance with university
policies, and supports a smooth academic workflow.

Structure of the Ithaca College Academic Calendar

Terms &amp; Semesters

Ithaca College follows a four term system: Fall, Winter, Spring, and Summer. Each term has a distinct start and end
date, and the calendar details the specific academic activities for each period.

The Fall term typically begins in late August and ends in mid December. It includes the first semester of the
academic year, making it a critical period for new students and returning students alike.

Winter runs from early January to late March. It is often a shorter term, focusing on core courses and specialized
electives.

Spring spans from late March to early June. It's a busy period with a full slate of courses and the opportunity for



students to complete major requirements.
Summer, from mid June to early August, offers accelerated courses, internships, and study abroad programs.

Key Dates &amp; Events

The calendar lists numerous dates that are vital for academic planning. These include:

* Registration openings and deadlines

Add/Drop periods

Withdrawal windows

e Exam schedules

e Graduation and commencement ceremonies

¢ Special events such as orientation, faculty meetings, and community service days

Academic Policies &amp; Procedures

Beyond dates, the calendar outlines important policies such as:

e Course credit requirements

e Grading scales

e Academic standing criteria

¢ Withdrawal and dismissal policies

How to Access the Academic Calendar

Online Portal

The most convenient way to view the calendar is through Ithaca College’s Student Portal.  Once  logged in,
navigate to the “Academic Calendar” section under “Academic Resources.” The portal offers interactive features
such as:

¢ Searchable date ranges
e Customizable views for different departments
« Integration with personal calendar apps

PDF Download

For those who prefer a static document, the college provides a PDF version of the calendar. It's available for
download from the Academic Affairs webpage and can be printed or saved for offline reference.

Mobile App

The Ithaca College mobile app includes a calendar widget that syncs with your device’s calendar. This feature is
especially useful for students who want to receive push notifications for upcoming deadlines.

Detailed Breakdown of Calendar Elements

Fall Semester

The Fall semester is a foundational period for most students. Key components include:

Orientation (late August)

Course registration (first week of September)
Add/Drop deadline (first week of October)
Midterm exams (early November)

Final exams (late November to early December)
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6. Graduation eligibility review (mid December)

Winter Term

Winter is a more focused term, ideal for intensive courses or research projects. Important dates:

1. Registration (first week of January)
2. Add/Drop (first week of February)
3. Midterms (mid February)

4. Finals (late March)

Spring Semester

Spring is the longest term and often the most demanding. The calendar outlines:

Registration (first week of March)
Add/Drop (first week of April)
Midterms (early May)

Finals (late May)
Commencement (early June)
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Summer Term
Summer offers flexibility with accelerated courses and experiential learning:
1. Registration (first week of June)
2. Course start (mid June)
3. Finals (late July)
Special Academic Events
In addition to regular semesters, the calendar highlights:
e Orientation for new students
¢ Faculty development workshops

e Community outreach programs
e Guest speaker series

Important Deadlines for Students

Course Registration

Registration opens at the start of each term. It's critical to enroll early to secure preferred courses and sections.

Add/Drop Period

Students have a limited window to add or drop courses without academic penalty. This period typically lasts one
week per term.

Withdrawal Window

Withdrawals are allowed up to the end of the second week of the term. After that, students may receive a W grade.

Graduation Requirements
Students must meet credit and GPA thresholds by the end of the Spring term to qualify for graduation in the
following June.

Faculty and Staff Use of the Calendar



Faculty rely on the academic calendar for:

¢ Planning course syllabi and lesson plans

¢ Scheduling grading deadlines

e Coordinating faculty meetings

« Aligning research projects with institutional timelines

International &amp; Transfer Students

International students often need to align their visa status with term dates, while transfer students must
synchronize credit transfers with the academic calendar to avoid gaps in their degree progress.

Frequently Asked Questions

How often is the academic calendar updated?

The calendar is reviewed annually and updated at the beginning of each academic year. Minor adjustments may be
made throughout the year for holidays or special events.

Can | view the calendar without logging into the portal?

Yes, the PDF version is publicly available on the academic affairs website.

What happens if | miss the add/drop deadline?

Missing the add/drop deadline typically results in a W grade for the course. However, students can appeal under
special circumstances.

Is the calendar accessible for students with disabilities?

All digital versions of the calendar are designed to be accessible, including screen reader compatibility and
high contrast options.

Tips for Using the Calendar Effectively

Plan Early

Mark key dates on your personal calendar well in advance. This helps you avoid last minute rushes.

Set Reminders

Use your phone or email calendar to set alerts for registration openings, add/drop deadlines, and exam dates.

Sync with Academic Software

Link the calendar to your student portal or learning management system so that course schedules auto populate.

Review Regularly

Check the calendar each semester for any updates or changes in dates, especially if you're on a scholarship that
requires specific academic milestones.

Conclusion

Mastering the academic calendar Ithaca Collegeis a cornerstone of academic success. By staying informed
about term dates, deadlines, and institutional policies, students can navigate their courses with confidence, while
faculty can align teaching and research activities seamlessly. Whether you're accessing the calendar through the
online portal, downloading the PDF, or syncing it with your mobile device, the key is to integrate it into your daily



academic routine. With careful planning, timely action, and a clear understanding of the calendar’s structure, you'll
set yourself up for a productive, rewarding college experience at Ithaca College.
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