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Introduction

When it comes to quick weight �loss solutions, the 7 �day cabbage soup dietoften tops the list of popular diets. It

promises a rapid reduction in pounds with minimal effort, making it an attractive option for busy professionals,

athletes, or anyone looking to reset their eating habits. But how realistic are those promises? What does the diet

actually involve, and what are the pros and cons of following it? In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the

history, science, and practicalities of the cabbage soup diet, give you a day �by �day meal plan, and offer expert tips to

help you achieve your goals safely.

What Is the 7 �Day Cabbage Soup Diet?

History and Origins

The cabbage soup diet traces its roots back to the 1970s, when a dietitian named Dr. John P. McDonald first

popularized the concept in a self �help book. The idea was simple: for a week, you eat a low �calorie, cabbage �based

soup with limited fruit, vegetables, and lean protein on the last few days. The diet quickly spread through health

magazines, diet clubs, and even early internet forums, becoming a staple for anyone wanting a “reset” before a

holiday or a special event.

Core Principles

At its core, the diet is built on three pillars:

•  Calorie restriction: The plan typically limits daily intake to 1,000–1,200 calories.

•  Low fat: Cabbage is naturally low in fat, and the soup is usually made with water or low �fat broth.

•  High fiber: Cabbage, fruit, and vegetables provide a good source of fiber, helping you feel full and aiding 

digestion.

How the Diet Works

Calorie Breakdown

While the exact numbers vary by source, a typical 7 �day cabbage soup diet might look like this:

1.  Day 1 �3: 1,000 calories per day (mostly soup and fruit).

2.  Day 4 �7: 1,200 calories per day (soup plus vegetables, eggs, and a small amount of lean protein).

Because the diet is so low in calories, most participants experience rapid weight loss—often 5–10 pounds in a

week. However, the majority of this loss is water weight and glycogen depletion rather than true fat loss.

Metabolic Effects

When you cut calories drastically, your body shifts from using glucose to burning stored fat for energy. This

metabolic switch can result in a temporary drop in basal metabolic rate, meaning you may burn fewer calories at

rest once you re �introduce normal foods. That’s why many people report a rebound after finishing the diet.

The 7-Day Meal Plan



Day 1 �3: Cabbage Soup & Fruit

During the first half of the week, you’ll mostly eat a simple cabbage soup made with water, a splash of low �fat broth,

and seasonings. The soup can be flavored with garlic, onion, carrots, and celery to add variety.

•  Breakfast: 1 cup of cabbage soup + 1 small apple.

•  Lunch: 1 cup of cabbage soup + 1 cup of sliced strawberries.

•  Dinner: 1 cup of cabbage soup + 1 cup of mixed fruit (e.g., grapes, melon).

•  Snacks: 1 cup of raw carrots or cucumber slices.

Day 4 �7: Cabbage Soup + Vegetables & Protein

In the second half, the diet introduces more nutrients. You can add lean protein sources like eggs, fish, or turkey,

and increase vegetable portions.

•  Breakfast: 1 cup of cabbage soup + 1 hard �boiled egg.

•  Lunch: 1 cup of cabbage soup + 1 cup of steamed broccoli or spinach.

•  Dinner: 1 cup of cabbage soup + 3 ounces of grilled chicken or fish.

•  Snacks: 1 cup of sliced bell peppers or a handful of almonds.

Sample Recipes

Classic Cabbage Soup

1.  Heat 2 tablespoons of olive oil in a large pot.

2.  Add 1 diced onion, 2 minced garlic cloves, and sauté until translucent.

3.  Stir in 1 chopped cabbage, 2 diced carrots, and 2 sliced celery stalks.

4.  Pour in 6 cups of low �fat vegetable broth and bring to a boil.

5.  Reduce heat, cover, and simmer for 25–30 minutes.

6.  Season with salt, pepper, and a pinch of dried herbs (e.g., thyme or oregano).

Fruit �Infused Cabbage Soup

1.  Prepare the classic soup as above.

2.  In the last 5 minutes of cooking, add 1 cup of diced apples or pears.

3.  Blend the soup for a smoother texture if desired.

4.  Serve hot or cold, depending on your preference.

Benefits of the Cabbage Soup Diet

Quick Weight Loss

Because the diet is highly restrictive, many people experience rapid weight loss. This can be motivating, especially

when you’re aiming for a short �term goal.

Detoxification and Digestion

Cabbage is rich in glucosinolates, compounds that support liver detoxification. The high fiber content also promotes

regular bowel movements, which may help you feel lighter.

Low Cost & Accessibility

Cabbage is inexpensive, widely available, and easy to store. The simple recipes require minimal cooking skills and

kitchen equipment.

Potential Risks and Side Effects



Nutrient Deficiencies

By eliminating entire food groups, the diet can leave you short on essential vitamins and minerals—particularly

iron, calcium, vitamin B12, and omega �3 fatty acids. These deficiencies may lead to fatigue, anemia, or weakened

immune function.

Short-Term vs Long-Term Effects

While the diet may produce quick results, it is not designed for long �term weight management. The body’s

metabolism may slow down, and many people regain the weight they lost once normal eating resumes.

Who Should Avoid It

Individuals with certain medical conditions—such as kidney disease, thyroid disorders, or pregnancy—should

consult a healthcare professional before starting the diet. Likewise, people with a history of eating disorders should

seek professional guidance.

How to Make the Diet Safer

Adding Nutrients

Consider supplementing with a multivitamin or specific nutrients like iron or omega �3 to offset potential gaps. Adding

small amounts of healthy fats—such as a tablespoon of olive oil or a handful of nuts—can also improve satiety and

nutrient absorption.

Hydration & Electrolytes

Drink at least 8–10 cups of water each day. If you’re sweating heavily or exercising, add an electrolyte drink or a

pinch of sea salt to maintain balance.

Post-Diet Transition

When you finish the 7 �day period, gradually re �introduce whole foods. Start with small portions of complex

carbohydrates (brown rice, quinoa), lean proteins, and healthy fats, then slowly increase portions over a week or

two. This approach helps prevent rapid weight regain and supports digestive health.

Tips for Success

Planning Ahead

Prepare soup batches in advance and store them in the fridge or freezer. This reduces the temptation to stray from

the plan and saves time during busy mornings.

Staying Motivated

Set realistic, short �term goals—like losing 1–2 pounds per week—and reward yourself with non �food treats (e.g., a

new book, a massage). Tracking your progress on a journal or app can also keep you accountable.

Tracking Progress

Use a simple spreadsheet or a weight �loss app to log daily weight, food intake, and how you feel. This data can

reveal patterns and help you adjust the diet as needed.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I do the cabbage soup diet more than once?

It’s possible to repeat the diet, but it’s best to space sessions by at least 4–6 weeks. Repeating it too often may



strain your metabolism and increase the risk of nutrient deficiencies.

How many calories do I actually consume?

Most versions of the diet limit you to 1,000–1,200 calories per day. However, exact numbers vary by recipe and

portion size. Use a calorie tracker to stay within your target.

Is the cabbage soup diet healthy?

In the short term, the diet can be safe for most healthy adults. However, due to its restrictive nature, it’s not

recommended as a long �term solution. Pairing it with balanced nutrition and regular exercise will yield better,

sustainable results.

Conclusion

The 7 �day cabbage soup dietoffers a quick, low �cost way to shed a few pounds and reset your eating habits. Its

simplicity and accessibility make it an appealing option for those looking to jump �start weight loss. However, the

diet’s extreme calorie restriction and limited food variety come with risks—nutrient deficiencies, a slowed

metabolism, and potential rebound weight gain.

To use the diet safely, supplement with essential nutrients, stay hydrated, and plan a gradual transition back to a

balanced diet. And remember, the most effective weight �loss strategies combine healthy eating, regular physical

activity, and consistent lifestyle habits. Use the cabbage soup diet as a short �term reset,
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