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Introduction

Owning a 2008 Toyota Yaris is a smart choice for anyone who values reliability, fuel efficiency, and a low cost of 

ownership. But even the most dependable car needs regular care to keep it running smoothly and to preserve its 

resale value. This 2008 Toyota Yaris scheduled maintenance guide is designed to walk you through the

essential upkeep tasks, the recommended service intervals, and the tools you’ll need to perform or supervise each

job. Whether you’re a DIY enthusiast or prefer to hand off the work to a trusted mechanic, understanding your car’s

maintenance schedule will help you avoid costly repairs, extend the life of your vehicle, and keep the Yaris

humming like new.

Why Scheduled Maintenance Matters

Regular maintenance isn’t just a suggestion—it’s a critical component of responsible vehicle ownership. Here’s why:

•  Reliability – Routine checks catch small issues before they become major failures.

•  Safety – Properly maintained brakes, tires, and steering systems reduce the risk of accidents.

•  Performance – Fresh oil, clean filters, and calibrated components keep engine efficiency high.

•  Warranty & Resale Value – Adhering to the manufacturer’s schedule keeps warranties valid and boosts resale 

price.

•  Cost Savings – Preventing breakdowns saves you money on emergency repairs and reduces downtime.

2008 Toyota Yaris Maintenance Schedule Overview

The 2008 Yaris, equipped with a 1.5 �liter inline �four engine and a 5 �speed manual or 4 �speed automatic transmission,

follows a well �documented service plan. Below is a concise breakdown of the most important tasks and their

recommended mileage or time intervals.

Every 3,000–5,000 Miles (or 3–6 Months)

•  Oil and filter change

•  Check and top off all fluid levels (coolant, brake, power steering, transmission)

•  Inspect brake pads, rotors, and fluid

•  Check tire tread depth, pressure, and alignment

•  Inspect belts, hoses, and suspension components

•  Test battery, lights, and wipers

•  Replace cabin air filter (if equipped)

Every 10,000 Miles (or 12 Months)

•  Replace engine air filter

•  Replace spark plugs (if not using iridium plugs)

•  Check and adjust tire alignment

•  Inspect the fuel filter (if equipped)

•  Inspect the timing belt/chain (if applicable)

•  Replace cabin air filter (if not replaced earlier)



Every 30,000 Miles (or 36 Months)

•  Replace engine coolant (if not using long �life coolant)

•  Inspect and replace brake fluid (if recommended)

•  Replace transmission fluid (if automatic) or check manual fluid

•  Inspect and replace differential fluid (if equipped)

•  Inspect the timing belt tensioner and replace if worn

•  Replace the drive belts (timing belt, serpentine belt)

•  Check the suspension bushings and shock absorbers

Every 60,000 Miles (or 72 Months)

•  Replace engine coolant (if long �life coolant not used)

•  Replace transmission fluid (automatic) or inspect manual fluid

•  Replace engine oil (long �life or synthetic recommended)

•  Inspect the timing belt and replace if necessary

•  Check all hoses and clamps for leaks or cracks

•  Replace the fuel filter (if equipped)

Every 100,000 Miles (or 120 Months)

•  Full service inspection (engine, transmission, suspension, brakes, steering, exhaust)

•  Replace timing belt (if equipped) and tensioner

•  Replace all major fluid lines and hoses

•  Inspect and replace any worn or damaged components

•  Full alignment check and adjustment

Step �by �Step Maintenance Checklist

Below is a practical, day �to �day guide that aligns with the manufacturer’s schedule. Follow these steps to keep your

2008 Yaris in top shape.

Oil and Filter Change

1.  Preparation – Gather 5 quarts of 5W �30 synthetic or long �life oil, a new oil filter, a drain pan, a funnel, a socket 

wrench, and a new gasket (if required).

2.  Warm Up – Start the engine and let it idle for a few minutes to warm the oil, ensuring it drains smoothly.

3.  Drain – Place the drain pan beneath the oil pan. Loosen the drain plug, remove it, and let the oil drain 

completely.

4.  Replace Filter – Remove the old filter with a filter wrench, replace it with a new one, and apply a light coat of 

oil to the rubber gasket.

5.  Re �Fill – Tighten the drain plug, then refill the engine with the new oil using a funnel. Check the level with the 

dipstick and top off if necessary.

6.  Check for Leaks – Inspect around the drain plug and filter for any leaks. Tighten as needed.

7.  Dispose Properly – Take the used oil and filter to a recycling center or auto shop.

Brake System Check

•  Inspect brake pads for wear; replace if thickness is below 3 mm.

•  Check rotors for scoring or uneven wear; replace if damaged.

•  Top off brake fluid in the reservoir; replace the fluid if it’s dark or contaminated.

•  Inspect brake lines and hoses for cracks or bulges.

•  Test the parking brake for proper engagement.



Tire Maintenance

•  Check tire pressure with a gauge and inflate to the manufacturer’s recommended psi.

•  Inspect tread depth; replace tires if wear is below 2 /mm or uneven.

•  Look for sidewall damage, punctures, or cuts.

•  Perform a wheel alignment if you notice uneven wear or steering drift.

•  Rotate tires every 10,000 miles to promote even wear.

Fluid Level Checks

•  Coolant – Inspect the coolant level in the reservoir; top off with a 50/50 mix of antifreeze and water if low.

•  Power Steering – Check the reservoir; add fluid if needed.

•  Transmission – For automatic models, check the fluid level and color; replace if cloudy or burnt.

•  Brake – Top off the reservoir; replace fluid if it appears dirty.

•  Always use the correct type of fluid specified in the owner’s manual.

Engine Air Filter Replacement

1.  Locate the air filter housing behind the engine compartment.

2.  Open the housing and remove the old filter.

3.  Insert a new filter, ensuring it sits snugly.

4.  Close the housing and secure any screws or clips.

Spark Plug Replacement

•  Use a spark plug socket and ratchet to remove old plugs.

•  Check for excessive wear or fouling.

•  Install new iridium or platinum plugs, tightening to the manufacturer’s torque specification.

•  Reconnect the ignition wires or coil packs.

Timing Belt Inspection (if applicable)

The 2008 Yaris typically uses a timing chain, but if your vehicle has a timing belt, inspect it for cracks, wear, or

slack. Replace the belt and tensioner at the 60,000 �mile mark or as recommended by the service manual.

Battery and Electrical System

•  Inspect the battery terminals for corrosion; clean with a mixture of baking soda and water.

•  Check battery charge with a voltmeter; a healthy battery should read 12.6 /V or higher when the engine is off.

•  Test all lights, indicators, and electrical accessories for proper operation.

•  Replace the battery if it’s more than five years old or shows signs of failure.

Common Issues and How to Prevent Them

Even with diligent maintenance, some problems can arise. Below are common pitfalls and how to avoid them.

Engine Overheating

•  Keep coolant levels within the specified range.

•  Check the radiator cap and hoses for leaks.

•  Ensure the thermostat is functioning correctly.

•  Replace the water pump if you notice a whining noise or coolant loss.

Brake Fade

•  Replace worn pads and rotors promptly.

•  Use high �performance brake pads if you frequently drive in hilly or mountainous terrain.

•  Ensure brake fluid is fresh and free of moisture.



Tire Blowouts

•  Maintain proper tire pressure.

•  Inspect tires for cuts, bulges, or punctures before each trip.

•  Replace tires with uneven wear or damage immediately.

Transmission Problems

•  For automatic models, change the transmission fluid at 30,000 miles.

•  For manual models, inspect the clutch for wear and replace the clutch kit if necessary.

•  Keep the transmission clean and free from debris.

Tools and Supplies You’ll Need

Having the right tools on hand can make maintenance tasks quicker and more efficient. Here’s a handy list:

•  Socket set (metric and standard)

•  Torque wrench

•  Oil filter wrench

•  Oil drain pan

•  Funnel

•  Jack and jack stands (for tire changes)

•  Flathead and Phillips screwdrivers

•  Battery charger or jumper cables

•  Multimeter (for electrical diagnostics)

•  Tire pressure gauge

•  Coolant and brake fluid (OEM or compatible)

•  Replacement parts (filters, plugs, belts, fluid, etc.)

When to Seek Professional Help

While many routine tasks can be handled by a motivated owner, certain jobs are best left to certified technicians:

•  Transmission fluid changes for automatic models (requires specialized tools and knowledge).

•  Timing belt replacement (involves engine disassembly).

•  Brake system overhaul (especially ABS diagnostics).

•  Engine diagnostics for complex electrical or sensor issues.

•  Suspension repairs that require alignment equipment.

Keeping a Maintenance Log

Documenting each service event is invaluable. Create a simple log with the
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