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Introduction

When we think about literature, we often imagine a handful of timeless classics: Shakespeare, Homer, Jane 

Austen. Yet the world of written art is far richer, spanning continents, centuries, and voices that have shaped 

human thought and culture. This article explores the 100 greatest works of literature, a carefully curated

selection that reflects the breadth and depth of the literary canon. Whether you are a seasoned scholar, a casual

reader, or someone looking for your next great book, this guide offers a roadmap to some of the most influential

texts that have ever been written.

How We Curated the List

Creating a definitive list of the most important literary works is no simple task. We combined several criteria:

•  Historical Impact: How the work influenced subsequent writers and cultural movements.

•  Critical Acclaim: Awards, scholarly praise, and enduring reputation.

•  Reader Engagement: Popularity across generations and global reach.

•  Diversity: Representation of different cultures, genres, and narrative styles.

After consulting literary encyclopedias, bestseller charts, academic syllabi, and reader surveys, we distilled our

findings into ten thematic categories, ensuring that each work occupies its rightful place in the tapestry of world

literature.

The 100 Greatest Works of Literature

Ancient & Classical (1–10)

1.  Hom­er's Iliad (c. /8th /century /BCE) – The epic poem that chronicles the Trojan War, blending heroism, tragedy, 

and the whims of gods.

2.  Hom­er's Odyssey (c. /8th /century /BCE) – A voyage of homecoming, wit, and perseverance that has inspired 

countless retellings.

3.  Vir­gil’s Aeneid (29 /BCE) – A Latin epic that traces Aeneas’s journey from Troy to the foundations of Rome.

4.  Arist­otle’s Poetics (c. /335 /BCE) – A foundational treatise on drama, tragedy, and the structure of narrative.

5.  Plato’s Republic (c. /380 /BCE) – A philosophical dialogue that examines justice, politics, and the ideal society.

6.  Shakes­per �s “Hamlet” (c. /1603) – Though not ancient, its timeless exploration of mortality, revenge, and 

existential doubt continues to resonate.

7.  Jane Austen’s Pride &amp; Prejudice (1813) – A keen social satire that examines love, marriage, and class 

in Regency England.

8.  Fyodor Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment (1866) – A psychological study of guilt, redemption, and moral 

philosophy.

9.  Homeric Hymns (various dates) – Short lyrical poems that celebrate Greek gods and heroes.

10.  John Milton’s Paradise Lost (1667) – A monumental epic that reimagines the biblical fall of man with 

sweeping poetic grandeur.

Medieval (11–20)



1.  Beowulf (c. /8th /century) – An Anglo �Saxon epic that blends heroic legend with moral instruction.

2.  Gutenberg’s 42 �Page Bible (1455) – The first major book printed with movable type, revolutionizing literacy.

3.  Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales (c. /1387) – A collection of vivid stories that paint a portrait of 

medieval English society.

4.  Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur (1485) – A comprehensive retelling of Arthurian legend, influencing 

chivalric ideals.

5.  John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress (1678) – An allegorical journey that has shaped Christian literature.

6.  John Milton’s Paradise Regained (1671) – A sequel to Paradise Lost that focuses on the temptation of Adam 

and Eve.

7.  Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie Queene (1590) – An allegorical epic that celebrates the Tudor monarchy and 

virtue.

8.  William Shakespeare’s Macbeth (c. /1606) – A dark tragedy that explores ambition, fate, and the supernatural.

9.  John Bunyan’s Grace Abounding in Dying (1678) – A profound meditation on grace and redemption.

10.  Thomas More’s Utopia (1516) – A visionary political treatise that critiques contemporary society.

Renaissance (21–30)

1.  William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet (c. /1597) – A timeless love story that examines the clash between 

passion and social expectation.

2.  Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus (c. /1592) – A tragic exploration of ambition and the human desire for 

knowledge.

3.  John Donne’s Devotions Upon Emergent Occasions (1618) – A collection of metaphysical poems that delve 

into spirituality and mortality.

4.  Edmund Spenser’s The Rape of the Lock (1714) – A mock �heroic poem that satirizes the frivolities of 

17th �century society.

5.  John Milton’s Paradise Lost (1667) – Already mentioned, its influence in the Renaissance period remains 

undeniable.

6.  Jane Austen’s Sense and Sensibility (1811) – A social commentary on gender roles and economic survival.

7.  Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (1818) – A pioneering work of science fiction that interrogates creation and 

responsibility.

8.  Edgar Allan Poe’s The Raven (1845) – A masterful poem that exemplifies the Gothic tradition.

9.  Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations (1861) – A coming �of �age story that critiques social class and ambition.

10.  Leo Tolstoy’s War and Peace (1869) – An epic novel that intertwines personal drama with the sweeping 

currents of history.

Enlightenment (31–40)

1.  Voltaire’s Candide (1759) – A satirical critique of optimism and philosophical idealism.

2.  Jean �Jacques Rousseau’s The Social Contract (1762) – A foundational political philosophy text that shaped 

modern governance.

3.  Samuel Johnson’s A Dictionary of the English Language (1755) – The first comprehensive dictionary that 

standardized English.

4.  John Locke’s Two Treatises of Government (1689) – A seminal work on natural rights and social contract 

theory.

5.  David Hume’s An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (1748) – A philosophical exploration of 

empiricism and skepticism.

6.  Immanuel Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason (1781) – A cornerstone of modern philosophy that interrogates 

knowledge and metaphysics.

7.  Friedrich Schiller’s Wilhelm Tell (1804) – A play that celebrates national identity and resistance.

8.  William Wordsworth’s Lyrical Ballads (1798) – A collection that launched the Romantic movement in English 



poetry.

9.  Lord Byron’s Don Juan (1819) – A satirical epic that critiques social mores and hypocrisy.

10.  Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables (1862) – A sweeping novel that examines justice, poverty, and redemption.

Romantic & Realist (41–50)

1.  Jane Austen’s Emma (1815) – A sharp social satire that explores marriage, class, and self �discovery.

2.  Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights (1847) – A complex tale of passion, revenge, and the supernatural.

3.  Charles Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities (1859) – A historical novel that juxtaposes love and revolution.

4.  Herman Melville’s Moby �Dick (1851) – A philosophical adventure that examines obsession and destiny.

5.  Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray (1890) – A moral parable about beauty, decadence, and the nature 

of art.

6.  Franz Kafka’s The Metamorphosis (1915) – A surreal novella that interrogates alienation and identity.

7.  George Eliot’s Middlemarch (1871) – A realistic portrayal of provincial life and social change.

8.  Thomas Hardy’s Tess of the d'Urbervilles (1891) – A tragic narrative that examines fate and societal 

judgment.

9.  Anton Chekhov’s The Seagull (1896) – A play that captures the quiet complexities of human relationships.

10.  James Joyce’s Ulysses (1922) – A modernist masterpiece that reimagines Homeric epic in a single day in 

Dublin.

Modernist (51–60)

1.  Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway (1925) – A stream �of �consciousness novel that explores memory, identity, and 

mental health.

2.  Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea (1952) – A minimalist tale of struggle, dignity, and the human 

spirit.
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